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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Atkinson ( The Long Gray Line ) here writes an engrossing account of the actions and utterances of those
who directed and fought in the Persian Gulf War. He also provides a thorough analysis of diplomatic and
political aspects of the conflict. Rich in pertinent details, the powerful narrative leaps nimbly from
Washington to Riyadh, from Baghdad to Kuwait City, and to various battle sites across the sands.
Expectedly, the book's dominant personality is General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, whose operatic rages are
here shown to be an integral element of his command style. Atkinson defends the much-maligned VII Corps
commander, Gen. Fred Franks, against Schwarzkopf's "unfair and unwarranted" criticism. The basic tactical
decisions are all here, but the author also addresses the broader issues such as the true effectiveness of the air
war, what role the Vietnam War played in Desert Shield/Desert Storm ("For Norman Schwarzkopf and his
lieutenants, this war lasted not six weeks but twenty years"), and passes judgment on the reality-testing of the
U.S. Army AirLand Battle doctrine. Photos. 75,000 first printing; first serial to the Washington Post; History
Book Club main selection; author tour.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This interesting account of the 1991 Persian Gulf War by a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter features a number
of original observations about the conduct of the war. For example, Atkinson discloses that the Bush
administration allowed navy warships to fire cruise missiles covertly over Iran against Iraqi targets. Among
his other disclosures are the use of napalm and fuel air explosives on Iraqi infantry positions and the
suggestion by Air Force Brig. Gen. Buster Glosson to use small nuclear weapons against Iraqi targets.
Atkinson is extremely critical of Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf's behavior. Although Schwarzkopf is credited
with being an accomplished military strategist, he is portrayed as someone who abused and publicly
denigrated his subordinates and who appeared to be in a near-constant state of rage. Recommended for
general readers. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 6/15/93.
- Nader Entessar, Spring Hill Coll. , Mobile, Ala.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Exhaustive, albeit consistently absorbing, record of the 42- day Gulf War that offers fresh, often startling,
perspectives on the planning and conduct of what the author characterizes as ``a brilliant slaughter.''
Focusing almost entirely on military operations, Pulitzer- winning Washington Post correspondent Atkinson
(The Long Gray Line, 1989) provides a chronological account of how the US-led coalition liberated Kuwait.
In the course of doing so, he discloses that Stormin' Norman Schwarzkopf could be an imperious martinet
given to volcanic rages that not only cowed subordinates but also disturbed superiors (including Defense
Secretary Richard Cheyney), who considered relieving him. The author also includes new details on, among
other matters, how Washington persuaded Israel to eschew retaliation for Scud strikes; the aerial assault on
Baghdad's Al Firdes bunker (which killed over 200 civilians and led to restrictions on strategic bombing); the
hit-or-miss efforts of allied navies to clear mines from important waterways; disputes between intelligence
agencies as to damage assessments; secret routes flown by US missiles on their way to enemy targets; the
command decision to halt a rout short of annihilation; and the post-ceasefire action that decimated a fleeing
Republican Guard division. Atkinson's episodic narrative also affords a coherent log of the successful
air/sea/land campaign to oust Saddam from Kuwait. He recounts the contributions of the hang-loose French
and British contingents, and unobtrusively puts crucial Gulf engagements in clearer context with allusions to



feats of arms from the distant and recent past. Nor does Atkinson fail to point out that the professionalism
displayed in achieving a deliberately limited triumph at a modest cost in casualties all but erased the stigma
left by US involvement in Vietnam. Military history of a very high order. (Photos and maps--not seen) (First
printing of 75,000; first serial to The Washington Post; Main Selection of the History Book Club) --
Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Bell:

The book Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Maureen Smiley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this kind of Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War to read.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Crusade: The Untold Story of
the Persian Gulf War is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Crusade: The Untold
Story of the Persian Gulf War which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
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