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Alfred Hitchcock's American films are not only among the most admired works
in world cinema, they also offer some of our most acute responses to the
changing shape of American society in the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. The authors of
this anthology show how famous films such as Strangers on a Train, Vertigo,
North by Northwest, and Rear Window, along with more obscure ones such as
Rope, The Wrong Man, and Family Plot, register the ideologies and insurgencies,
the normative assumptions and the cultural alternatives, that shaped these
tumultuous decades. They argue that, just as these films occupy a visual
landscape defined by the grand monuments of American civic life--Mt.
Rushmore, the Statue of Liberty, the United Nations--they are also marked by
their preoccupation with the social mores and private practices of mid-century
America. Not only are big-city and suburban life the explicit subjects of films
like Rear Window and Shadow of a Doubt, so are the forms of experience that
emerge within these social spaces, whether the urban voyeurism examined by the
former or the intertwining of banality and violence depicted in the latter. Indeed,
just about every form of American life that was achieving social power at this
time--the national security state; the science and art of psychoanalysis; the
privileging of the free-wheeling, improvisatory self; the postwar codification and
fissuring of gender roles; road-culture and its ancillary creation, the motel--is
given detailed, critical, and mordant examination in Hitchcocks films. The
Hitchcock who emerges is not merely the inspired technician and psychological
excavator that critics of the past two generations have justly hailed; he is also a
cultural critic of remarkable insight and undeniable prescience.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this 100th-anniversary year of Alfred Hitchcock's birth, the director's work has inspired several movie
remakes and a whole new crop of admirers. These two tributes to Hitchcock's art offer something new to
fans. Hitchcock's America focuses on Hitchcock as cultural critic, with essays from film and literature
scholars. The pieces are randomly arranged and comment on family values, gender roles, and American
ideals as they are reflected in a wide array of Hitchcock's American films. While most followers hail the
psychological power of his cinema, this anthology successfully shows his ability to record the changing
expectations of American society in the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. The stark contrasts between big city and
small town, sexuality and purity, hidden desires and social mores are explored as Hitchcock filmed them.
Auiler (Vertigo: The Making of a Hitchcock Classic, LJ 5/1/98) returns with an ambitious look at the
creative process of filmmaking, from the director's early German films through the golden decade of his
work in the Fifties and Sixties. Using Hitchcock's own copious notes, plus copies of studio memos, hand-
marked scripts, and plenty of production photos and stills, he re-creates the step-by-step production of a
movie. Chapters on the screenplay, visual set-up, production, post-production editing, and unfinished
projects provide fascinating insight into how movies were made, Hitchcock-style. Those with no knowledge
of the "behind-the-scenes" activity of cinema will be fascinated by this detailed accounting. Auiler's book is
for general audiences, while Hitchcock's America would be a good purchase for film collections in academic
libraries.AKelli N. Perkins, Herrick Dist. Lib., Holland, MI
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"...successfully shows [Hitchcock's] ability to record the changing expectations of American society in the
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s....Would be a good purchase for film collections in academic libraries."--Library
Journal

Review

"...successfully shows [Hitchcock's] ability to record the changing expectations of American society in the
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s....Would be a good purchase for film collections in academic libraries."--Library
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book



has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Hitchcock's America.

Richard Martinez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hitchcock's America book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Hitchcock's America
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Hitchcock's America
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Emmett Willett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Hitchcock's America.

Cheryl Bullen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Hitchcock's America your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book
then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The
Hitchcock's America giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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