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The Labrang Tibetan Buddhist Monastery in Amdo and its extended support
community are one of the largest and most famous in Tibetan history. This
crucially important and little-studied community is on the northeast corner of the
Tibetan Plateau in modern Gansu Province, in close proximity to Chinese,
Mongol, and Muslim communities. It is Tibetan but located in China; it was
founded by Mongols, and associated with Muslims. Its wide-ranging Tibetan
religious institutions are well established and serve as the foundations for the
community's social and political infrastructures. The Labrang community's
borderlands location, the prominence of its religious institutions, and the
resilience and identity of its nomadic and semi-nomadic cultures were factors in
the growth and survival of the monastery and its enormous estate.

This book tells the story of the status and function of the Tibetan Buddhist
religion in its fully developed monastic and public dimensions. It is an
interdisciplinary project that examines the history of social and political conflict
and compromise between the different local ethnic groups. The book presents
new perspectives on Qing Dynasty and Republican-era Chinese politics, with far-
reaching implications for contemporary China. It brings a new understanding of
Sino-Tibetan-Mongol-Muslim histories and societies. This volume will be of
interest to undergraduate and graduate student majors in Tibetan and Buddhist
studies, in Chinese and Mongol studies, and to scholars of Asian social and
political studies.
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The Labrang Tibetan Buddhist Monastery in Amdo and its extended support community are one of the
largest and most famous in Tibetan history. This crucially important and little-studied community is on the
northeast corner of the Tibetan Plateau in modern Gansu Province, in close proximity to Chinese, Mongol,
and Muslim communities. It is Tibetan but located in China; it was founded by Mongols, and associated with
Muslims. Its wide-ranging Tibetan religious institutions are well established and serve as the foundations for
the community's social and political infrastructures. The Labrang community's borderlands location, the
prominence of its religious institutions, and the resilience and identity of its nomadic and semi-nomadic
cultures were factors in the growth and survival of the monastery and its enormous estate.

This book tells the story of the status and function of the Tibetan Buddhist religion in its fully developed
monastic and public dimensions. It is an interdisciplinary project that examines the history of social and
political conflict and compromise between the different local ethnic groups. The book presents new
perspectives on Qing Dynasty and Republican-era Chinese politics, with far-reaching implications for
contemporary China. It brings a new understanding of Sino-Tibetan-Mongol-Muslim histories and societies.
This volume will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate student majors in Tibetan and Buddhist
studies, in Chinese and Mongol studies, and to scholars of Asian social and political studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of the largest and most powerful institutions in Tibetan history, unique in its placement amid segmented
territories ruled by several distinct inner Asian groups, Labrang Monastery has long been a site in need of
critical study. Paul Kocot Nietupski's work brings us a thoroughly researched and sophisticated social and
political history of Labrang Monastery. Drawing on a wide range of written and oral source material,
Nietupski supplements a welcome survey of Amdo's religious and social structures with a careful study of
the shifting social and political infrastructure underlying Labrang and its support communities. His
examination of the spiritual and temporal authority of Labrang Monastery and the special forms of
diplomacy needed for interaction with surrounding Manchu, Chinese, Mongol, and Muslim groups in this
volatile region, makes a fundamental contribution to our knowledge of Asian history. (Frances Garrett,
University of Toronto)

Labrang Tashikyil is one of the major Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and no contemporary Western scholar
has researched its place in the Tibetan cultural world more deeply or more extensively than Paul Nietupski.
This study is rich in detail in so many different areas. Labrang's history, economic structure, scholarly
traditions, political role in the Tibetan Northeast, and much more are intricately described by Prof. Nietupski.
He brings to the reader much that is new in the way of both information and insights. This is a most welcome
volume... (Elliot Sperling, Indiana University)

Nietupski has provided us a fascinating snapshot on how multi-dimensional Buddhist monasteries can be and
often were. The placement of the monastery in the frontier between Tibet and China, with significant
Mongol and Muslim populations in the mix, reveals in detail the institutional, political and religious
dynamics of the area. Far from the image of Buddhist monasteries as contemplative enclaves removed from
society, Labrang is shown to be the major social force in its area of Chinese Central Asia. An excellent
example of the intersection of written sources in Tibetan and Chinese with the oral histories that Nietupski
secured during his lengthy fieldwork in Labrang. (Ronald M. Davidson, Fairfield University)

Labrang Tashikyil is one of the major Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and no contemporary Western scholar
has researched its place in the Tibetan cultural world more deeply or more extensively than Paul Nietupski.
This study is rich in detail in so many different areas. Labrang's history, economic structure, scholarly
traditions, political role in the Tibetan Northeast, and much more are intricately described by Prof. Nietupski.
He brings to the reader much that is new in the way of both information andinsights. This is a most welcome
volume. (Elliot Sperling, Indiana University)

About the Author
Paul Nietupski is professor of religious studies at John Carroll University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958
(Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Matthew Segal:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan
Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture) is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Edward Stewart:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian
Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture) was filled about science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Robert Shelby:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan Buddhist
Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan
Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studies in Modern Tibetan Culture) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
this.
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