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Cyrla's neighbors have begun to whisper. Her cousin, Anneke, is pregnant and
has passed the rigorous exams for admission to the Lebensborn, a maternity
home for girls carrying German babies. But Anneke's soldier has disappeared,
and Lebensborn babies are only ever released to their fathers' custody--or taken
away.

And then in the space of an afternoon, life falls apart. A note is left under the
mat. Someone knows that Cyrla, sent for safekeeping with her Dutch relatives, is
Jewish. She must choose between certain discovery in her cousin's home and
taking Anneke's place in the Lebensborn--Cyrla and Anneke are nearly identical.
If she takes refuge in the enemy's lair, can Cyrla escape before they discover she
is not who she claims?

Mining a lost piece of history, Sara Young takes us deep into the lives of women
living in the worst of times. Part love story and part elegy for the terrible choices
we must often make to survive, My Enemy's Cradle keens for what we lose in
war and sings for the hope we sometimes find.
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Cyrla's neighbors have begun to whisper. Her cousin, Anneke, is pregnant and has passed the rigorous exams
for admission to the Lebensborn, a maternity home for girls carrying German babies. But Anneke's soldier
has disappeared, and Lebensborn babies are only ever released to their fathers' custody--or taken away.

And then in the space of an afternoon, life falls apart. A note is left under the mat. Someone knows that
Cyrla, sent for safekeeping with her Dutch relatives, is Jewish. She must choose between certain discovery in
her cousin's home and taking Anneke's place in the Lebensborn--Cyrla and Anneke are nearly identical. If
she takes refuge in the enemy's lair, can Cyrla escape before they discover she is not who she claims?

Mining a lost piece of history, Sara Young takes us deep into the lives of women living in the worst of times.
Part love story and part elegy for the terrible choices we must often make to survive, My Enemy's Cradle
keens for what we lose in war and sings for the hope we sometimes find.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Children's-book author Young (who, as Sara Pennypacker, penned the celebrated Stuart
series) makes a stunning adult debut with this beautifully told and heart-wrenching novel set in WWII
Europe. Cyrla, half-Jewish, is no longer safe hiding in the home of her Dutch relatives under the increasingly
harsh Nazi occupation. When cousin Annika, whom Cyrla closely resembles, becomes pregnant by a
German soldier, Annika's father enrolls her in a Lebensborn, a birthing center for Aryan children, where the
slogan is Have one baby for the Führer. In a tragic turn of events, Cyrla discovers her only chance of survival
is to hide in plain sight: she must assume Annika's identity and live in the German Lebensborn until rescued.
Within the Lebensborn's walls, mothers-to-be receive proper nutrition and medical care until their children
are taken from them for adoption into Aryan families The horrors Cyrla witnesses are softened only by her
resounding optimism and strength. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

PRAISE FOR MY ENEMY'S CRADLE
 
"Young's youthful characters--especially her heroine, Cyrla--are utterly believable, their longings, fears and
hopes etched with an authenticity and sense of urgency that make this story vibrate on the page . . . Intensely
romantic in a way that only wartime fiction can be. And it invokes, with a bit of an ache, Anne Frank's
optimistic belief in happy endings."--USA Today
 
"Sara Young shines a powerful flashlight on one of the lesser-known Nazi atrocities: the thievery of children
from their mothers. Young's research is so scrupulous that when devouring this novel, you'll swear you're
reading a genuine survivor account."--Jenna Blum, author of Those Who Save Us

From the Inside Flap

"In this compelling first novel set against the little known Nazi Lebensborn program, Sara Young creates a
heroine the reader will not easily forget. MY ENEMY'S CRADLE goes to the very heart of hope and how it
can survive in even the darkest and most dangerous of times." --Anne Leclaire, ENTERING NORMAL 

 

Cyrla's neighbors have begun to whisper. Her cousin, Anneke, is pregnant and has passed the rigorous exams
for admission to the Lebensborn, a maternity home for girls carrying German babies. But Anneke's soldier
has disappeared, and Lebensborn babies are only ever released to their father's custody-- or taken away.

A note is left under the mat. Someone knows that Cyrla, sent from Poland years before for safekeeping with
her Dutch relatives, is Jewish. The Nazis are imposing more and more restrictions; she won't be safe there for



long.

And then in the space of an afternoon, life falls apart. Cyrla must choose between certain discovery in her
cousin's home and taking Anneke's place in the Lebensborn--Cyrla and Anneke are nearly identical. If she
takes refuge in the enemy's lair, can Cyrla fool the doctors, nurses, guards, and other mothers-to-be? Can she
escape before they discover she is not who she claims?

Mining a lost piece of history, Sara Young takes us deep into the lives of women living in the worst of times.
Part love story and part elegy for the terrible choices we must often make to survive, MY ENEMY'S
CRADLE keens for what we lose in war and sings for the hope we sometimes find.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

The knowledge that you get from My Enemy's Cradle will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but My Enemy's Cradle giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular My Enemy's Cradle instantly.

Carol Sage:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
My Enemy's Cradle your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
before. The My Enemy's Cradle giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

John Newton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and My Enemy's Cradle or even others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes My Enemy's Cradle to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.



David Cormier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this My Enemy's Cradle.
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