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The book explores women's resistance against the policing of sexuality in
Muslim societies. Many Muslim majority countries still use religious discourse to
enforce stigmatization and repression of those who do not conform to sexual
norms. In this context, Islam is often stigmatized in Western discourse for being
intrinsically restrictive with respect to women's rights and sexuality.This
insightful collection shows that conservative Muslim discourse does not
necessarily match practices and that women's empowerment is facilitated where
indigenous and culturally appropriate strategies are developed. Using case studies
from Pakistan, Iran, Indonesia, China, Bangladesh, Israel, and India, it argues
that Muslim religious traditions do not necessarily lead to conservative agendas
but can promote emancipatory standpoints.
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The book explores women's resistance against the policing of sexuality in Muslim societies. Many Muslim
majority countries still use religious discourse to enforce stigmatization and repression of those who do not
conform to sexual norms. In this context, Islam is often stigmatized in Western discourse for being
intrinsically restrictive with respect to women's rights and sexuality.This insightful collection shows that
conservative Muslim discourse does not necessarily match practices and that women's empowerment is
facilitated where indigenous and culturally appropriate strategies are developed. Using case studies from
Pakistan, Iran, Indonesia, China, Bangladesh, Israel, and India, it argues that Muslim religious traditions do
not necessarily lead to conservative agendas but can promote emancipatory standpoints.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The authors are to be congratulated for this excellent volume on sexualities and "Muslimness" in all its
diversities. The book captures the challenges of bodily rights, religion and culture for Muslim women's lives
in a wide range of nuanced studies that illustrate exactly why sexuality is key to gender equality and human
rights.' Wendy Harcourt, Erasmus University, winner of the FWSA 2010 Book Prize 'This riveting book
sheds new light on women's strategies for resisting sexual repression in a variety of majority Muslim
societies in Asia and the Middle East. Complicating contemporary understandings of "Muslimness" , it
demonstrates that women in these societies are highly diverse in their attitudes towards and experiences of
sexuality. Clear, cogent and compelling, the book will be of interest to activists and academics alike and is
certain to become a key text for years to come.' Marc Lafrance, professor of sociology, Concordia University
'This is one of the most exciting collection of essays to emerge in a long time. Too many popular writings on
Islam reinforce stereotypes about Muslim women, and few discuss sexuality at all, let alone with such
diversity. This collection challenges the tired stream of books that equate Islam with terrorism and women
with claustrophobic veils. A must read for any serious scholar of sexuality, Islam, and women's rights.'
Chitra Raghavan, professor of psychology, John Jay College of Criminal Justice 'This exciting collection
provides an important contribution to understandings of sexualities and gender, focusing our attention on
processes of negotiation, subversion and resistance and challenging assumptions about "Muslimness". With
its diversely located studies and rich ethnographic insights, this fascinating book deserves to be widely read.'
Andrea Cornwall, professor of anthropology and international development, University of Sussex 'The
authors of this pathbreaking book provide a new and much-needed angle to the study of sexual identities,
rights, and claims in Muslim-majority societies. Going beyond the vexed "western vs authentic" dichotomy,
this excellent volume should be praised for its ability to widen our understanding of how hegemonic norms
of sexuality and sexual behaviour are challenged and contested by diverse actors across religious, secular and
sexual orientations. A crucial book for scholars of gender, Islam, rights and sexuality.' Ruba Salih, chair of
the Centre for Gender Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

About the Author

Anissa Helie is a historian and a feminist activist- she is currently Assistant Professor in the Department of
History at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York. Raised in Algiers, she has advanced degrees
from France and the Netherlands. Her doctoral research focused on European women and gender politics in
Algeria during French colonization. She has been involved with various women's organizations and
transnational networks - serving as Director of the Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML)
International Coordination Office for 5 years. She has held research and teaching positions at the Five
College Women's Studies Research Center, MA, at Amherst College and surrounding colleges. Her
publications include: Holy Hatred (2000), and Documenting Women's Rights Violations by Non-State
Actors (2006). Board memberships include: the Urgent Action Fund for Women's Human Rights, the
Women's Global Network for Reproductive Rights, and Reproductive Health Matters Journal.

Homa Hoodfar is a Professor of Anthropology at Concordia University in Montreal. She has extensively
studied survival and empowerment strategies amongst those marginalized by legal constraints particular in
the area of family law and citizenship, economic penury, and women's movements. She has also researched
women in local and national politics, with a particular focus on women and younger people in Egypt, Iran,



Afghanistan, Pakistan, and amongst Canada's Muslim community. She has published extensively on these
topics. Her publications include: Between Marriage and the Market (2005); Development, Change, and
Gender in Cairo (1996); and The Muslim Veil in North America (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance, you may tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Steven Parrish:

Precisely why? Because this Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Andrew Leavens:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?



Helen Scott:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of
book Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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