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In 1896 a massive Ethiopian army routed an invading Italian force and brought
Italy’s conquest of Africa to an end. In defending its independence, Ethiopia cast
doubt on the assumption that all Africans would fall under the rule of Europeans,
and opened a breach that would lead to the continent’s painful struggle for
freedom from colonial rule.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Jonas has brought Adwa into the fold of transnational history, marrying the local and the global in lively,
engaging prose in this excellent exercise in narrative history." 

-- Teshale Tibebu, Temple University, Choice (A Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2012)

"[Jonas has given] us a masterly account of one of the most dramatic moments in the modern history of
Africa."
- Bahru Zewde, University of Addis Ababa, Africa Review of Books

Jonas offers the first comprehensive study of one of the most important events in modern African history. He
brilliantly brings to life the story of Ethiopian leaders, Italian military officials, and quirky European advisors
and observers. Written in a wonderfully evocative and lively style, this book firmly establishes the Battle of
Adwa's place in world history and will appeal to a broad readership. (Jonathan Miran, author of Red Sea
Citizens)

On March 1, 1896, near the town of Adwa, in Ethiopia, an African army convincingly struck down the
colonizing Italian army in a battle that decisively shaped not only the contours of Ethiopia but also its future
and that of the continent. As University of Washington historian Jonas so deftly observes in this nimble and
artfully crafted work, the events at Adwa cast doubt upon Europeans' unshakeable certainty that Africans
would eventually fall under their rule. Jonas draws vibrant portraits of the personalities at the center of these
events, from the shrewd Ethiopian monarch Menelik and his bold, aggressive wife, Taytu Betul, to the
unfortunate Italian general Oreste Baratieri, the leader of the defeated Italian forces. As Jonas points out, the
African victory at Adwa commenced the crumbling of European dominance of Africa; Ethiopia thus became
a source of pride and lineage often indistinguishable from Africa itself, and writers such as W. E. B. DuBois
based their own model African states on Ethiopia. Weaving a colorful account from the stories of a dazzling
array of characters, Jonas skillfully recreates this now mostly forgotten event that determined the color of
Africa. (Publishers Weekly (starred review) 2011-09-26)

Jonas's lucidly woven account masterfully repositions the role of contingency in the unfolding of history and
uses the little-known battle to stand for the audacious imperial quest for glory unleashed by Western powers
in the "scramble for Africa."...His remarkable cast of characters and insightful prose will be of interest to
scholars of African history and issues related to counterinsurgency. (Brian Odom Library Journal 2011-10-
15)

From the Author
Winner of the Toyin Falola Africa Book Award for 2012 from the Association of Third World Studies

About the Author
Raymond Jonas is Giovanni and Amne Costigan Professor of History at the University of Washington.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Battle of Adwa: African Victory in the Age of Empire. Try
to the actual book The Battle of Adwa: African Victory in the Age of Empire as your friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tony You:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Battle of Adwa: African Victory in the Age of Empire.

Allen Green:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Battle of Adwa: African Victory
in the Age of Empire guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Battle of Adwa:
African Victory in the Age of Empire as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Susan Arnold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Battle of
Adwa: African Victory in the Age of Empire.
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