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The Case for Greatness is a spirited look at political ambition, good and bad,
with particular attention to honorable ambition. Robert Faulkner contends that
too many modern accounts of leadership slight such things as determination to
excel, good judgment, justice, and a sense of honor—the very qualities that
distinguish the truly great. And here he offers an attempt to recover “a reasonable
understanding of excellence,” that which distinguishes a Franklin D. Roosevelt
and a Lincoln from lesser leaders.
 
Faulkner finds the most telling diagnoses in antiquity and examines closely
Aristotle’s great-souled man, two accounts of the spectacular and dubious
Athenian politician Alcibiades, and the life of the imperial conqueror Cyrus the
Great. There results a complex and compelling picture of greatness and its
problems. Faulkner dissects military and imperial ambition, the art of leadership,
and, in the later example of George Washington, ambition in the service of
popular self-government. He also addresses modern indictments of even the best
forms of political greatness, whether in the critical thinking of Hobbes, the
idealism of Kant, the relativism and brutalism of Nietzsche, or the egalitarianism
of Rawls and Arendt. He shows how modern philosophy came to doubt and
indeed disdain even the best forms of ambition. This book is a nuanced defense
of admirable ambition and the honor-seeking life, as well as an irresistible
invitation to apply these terms to our own times and leaders.
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honorable ambition. Robert Faulkner contends that too many modern accounts of leadership slight such
things as determination to excel, good judgment, justice, and a sense of honor—the very qualities that
distinguish the truly great. And here he offers an attempt to recover “a reasonable understanding of
excellence,” that which distinguishes a Franklin D. Roosevelt and a Lincoln from lesser leaders.
 
Faulkner finds the most telling diagnoses in antiquity and examines closely Aristotle’s great-souled man, two
accounts of the spectacular and dubious Athenian politician Alcibiades, and the life of the imperial
conqueror Cyrus the Great. There results a complex and compelling picture of greatness and its problems.
Faulkner dissects military and imperial ambition, the art of leadership, and, in the later example of George
Washington, ambition in the service of popular self-government. He also addresses modern indictments of
even the best forms of political greatness, whether in the critical thinking of Hobbes, the idealism of Kant,
the relativism and brutalism of Nietzsche, or the egalitarianism of Rawls and Arendt. He shows how modern
philosophy came to doubt and indeed disdain even the best forms of ambition. This book is a nuanced
defense of admirable ambition and the honor-seeking life, as well as an irresistible invitation to apply these
terms to our own times and leaders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The classic philosophers, Faulkner contends, help us far more than modern theoreticians to make sense of
genuinely great men and women. The chapter on Aristotle's 'megalopsychos' is the best I have read in any of
the literatures and Faulkner does a masterful job of focusing on the inner-life of the great-souled man, not
just the desire for honors, but the desire to be worthy of honors. An excellent study of a much-needed
subject."—Steven Smith, author of Reading Leo Strauss and Spinoza's Book of Life
(Steven Smith)

“Deftly mixing history, theory, and witty common sense, Robert Faulkner makes a compelling case for
honorable ambition—as distinct from both radical egalitarianism and amoral elitism—in the service of
republican self-government.”—William A. Galston, The Brookings Institution
(William A. Galston)

"In a searching study of politics and philosophy, Robert Faulkner defends honorable ambition against cynics
and skeptics in our day. His search centers on the ancients, always our best source for greatness and its
eternal rivalry with goodness. This is a book of matured and ready wisdom."—Harvey Mansfield
(Harvey Mansfield)

About the Author

Robert Faulkner is professor of political science at Boston College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

France Brown:

The book The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a guide The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Steven Parrish:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of



ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics, you can tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Johanna Bassett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition
and Its Critics why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Nancy Barry:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics when you needed it?
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