
The Consumer Revolution in Urban China
(Studies on China)

From University of California Press

The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) From
University of California Press

After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, residents of China's cities
are surrounded by a level of material comfort and commercial hype unimaginable
just ten years ago. In this first in-depth treatment of the consumer revolution in
China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese culture and society explore the
interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s, Beijing's communist leadership advocated decollectivization,
foreign trade, and private entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy,
while explicitly rejecting any notion that economic reforms would promote
political change. However, by the early 1990s the reforms in the marketplace not
only produced double-digit growth but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture
dreams and social networks that challenged official discourse and conventions
through millions of daily commercial transactions. Using participant observation,
contributors to this book describe and analyze a wide range of these changing
consumer practices: luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards,
McDonald's, discos, premium cigarettes, bowling, and more.
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After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, residents of China's cities are surrounded by a level of
material comfort and commercial hype unimaginable just ten years ago. In this first in-depth treatment of the
consumer revolution in China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese culture and society explore the
interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s, Beijing's communist leadership advocated decollectivization, foreign trade, and private
entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy, while explicitly rejecting any notion that economic
reforms would promote political change. However, by the early 1990s the reforms in the marketplace not
only produced double-digit growth but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture dreams and social networks
that challenged official discourse and conventions through millions of daily commercial transactions. Using
participant observation, contributors to this book describe and analyze a wide range of these changing
consumer practices: luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards, McDonald's, discos, premium
cigarettes, bowling, and more.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The definite book on China's consumer revolution. The volume examines how, during the past decade of
market reform, China's growing private consumerism is replacing the Maoist egalitarian society oriented
toward goods provided publicly or in the workplace." --Choice

From the Back Cover
After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, the residents of China's cities are today surrounded by
material comforts and awash in a level of commercial hype that was totally unimaginable just ten years ago.
In this first in-depth treatment of the consumer revolution in China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese
culture and society explore the interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s Beijing's communist leadership advocated decollectivization, foreign trade, and private
entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy. It explicitly rejected any notion that economic reforms
would lead to political change, but by the early 1990s its program had not only produced double-digit growth
but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture dreams and social networks that challenged official monopolies
of power. Using participant observation, the authors in this book describe and analyze a wide range of these
changing consumer practices, including luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards, McDonald's,
discos, premium cigarettes, and bowling.

Capitalism has brought urban Chinese both a higher material standard of living and new freedoms to create a
private life beyond the control of the state. This important book offers rare insights into the world's largest
marketplace.

About the Author

Deborah S. Davis, Professor of Sociology at Yale University, is the author of Long Lives: Chinese Elderly
and the Communist Revolution (1991) and coeditor of Chinese Society on the Eve of Tiananmen (1990),
Chinese Families in the Post-Mao Era (California, 1993), and Urban Spaces in Contemporary China: The
Potential for Autonomy and Community in Post-Mao China (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tanisha Goss:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this
The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China).



Joyce Morton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Consumer Revolution in Urban
China (Studies on China), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Pease:

This The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Benjamin Munk:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Consumer Revolution in Urban China
(Studies on China) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book
and go through it. Beside that the guide The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) can to
be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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