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"The breath  of reading is astounding, the knowledge displayed is awe-
inspiring and the attention quietly given to critical theory and the
postmodern questioning of evidence is both careful and sincere."--The Daily
Telegraph (UK)

"A superlative work of historical scholarship."--Literary Review (UK)

A unique and enlightening look at Europe's so-called Dark Ages; the second
volume in the Penguin History of Europe

Defying the conventional Dark Ages view of European history between A.D. 400
and 1000, award-winning historian Chris Wickham presents The Inheritance of
Rome, a work of remarkable scope and rigorous yet accessible scholarship.
Drawing on a wealth of new material and featuring a thoughtful synthesis of
historical and archaeological approaches, Wickham agues that these centuries
were critical in the formulation of European identity. From Ireland to
Constantinople, the Baltic to the Mediterranean, the narrative constructs a vivid
portrait of the vast and varied world of Goths, Franks, Vandals, Arabs, Saxons,
and Vikings. Groundbreaking and full of fascinating revelations, The Inheritance
of Rome offers a fresh understanding of the crucible in which Europe would
ultimately be created.
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"The breath  of reading is astounding, the knowledge displayed is awe-inspiring and the attention
quietly given to critical theory and the postmodern questioning of evidence is both careful and
sincere."--The Daily Telegraph (UK)

"A superlative work of historical scholarship."--Literary Review (UK)

A unique and enlightening look at Europe's so-called Dark Ages; the second volume in the Penguin
History of Europe

Defying the conventional Dark Ages view of European history between A.D. 400 and 1000, award-winning
historian Chris Wickham presents The Inheritance of Rome, a work of remarkable scope and rigorous yet
accessible scholarship. Drawing on a wealth of new material and featuring a thoughtful synthesis of
historical and archaeological approaches, Wickham agues that these centuries were critical in the formulation
of European identity. From Ireland to Constantinople, the Baltic to the Mediterranean, the narrative
constructs a vivid portrait of the vast and varied world of Goths, Franks, Vandals, Arabs, Saxons, and
Vikings. Groundbreaking and full of fascinating revelations, The Inheritance of Rome offers a fresh
understanding of the crucible in which Europe would ultimately be created.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Building on the foundation he laid in Framing the Early Middle Ages, award-winning
Oxford historian Wickham constructs a magisterial narrative of the political, economic, cultural and religious
fabrics that constituted the crazy quilt of Europe's Dark Ages. Negating what he calls a common teleological
view of this period as the source of European nations and a modern sense of European identity, he draws on
archeological evidence and rich historiographical methods Wickham challenges standard views of the early
Middle Ages as barbarous and bereft of political and cultural structure, and recreates a stunning portrait of
the breakup of the Roman Empire and its consequences for Europe. Wickham looks at the immediate post-
Roman polities in Gaul, Spain and Italy; the history of Byzantium, the Arab caliphate and its 10th-century
successor states, including Muslim Spain; the Carolingian Empire and its successors and imitators, notably
Russia and Scotland. Under this narrative layer lies a focus on the accumulation of wealth, the
institutionalization of politics and the culture of the public. Wickham's achievement contributes richly to our
picture of this often narrowly understood period. Maps, illus. (Aug. 3)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
Just as astronomers no longer call Pluto a planet and paleontologists no longer recognize the Brontosaurus,
historians have stopped referring to the European era from A.D. 400 to 1000 as the Dark Ages. The latest
scholarship, Wickham explains, has made it possible to look at the period “without hindsight,” without moral
judgments, grand theories, or modern nationalist myths. The result sounds like a historiographical stunt: a
single volume that, using only a slender and unreliable documentary record and no narrative crutches, covers
six centuries and at least seven major rival powers. Wickham largely pulls it off. His wide net catches some
striking comparisons: apparently, all early medieval societies used coins except Ireland, “where valuations
were in slave women and cows.” If anything, Wickham is too careful, reluctant to draw conclusions about an
epoch that, no matter what new discoveries are made, will likely remain in partial eclipse.

Review
"The breath  of reading is astounding, the knowledge displayed is awe-inspiring and the attention quietly
given to critical theory and the postmodern questioning of evidence is both careful and sincere." -The Daily
Telegraph (UK)

"A superlative work of historical scholarship." -Literary Review (UK)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olivia Clinard:

In other case, little people like to read book The Inheritance of Rome: Illuminating the Dark Ages 400-1000
(The Penguin History of Europe). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a new book The Inheritance of Rome: Illuminating the Dark Ages 400-1000
(The Penguin History of Europe). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carol Smith:

The book with title The Inheritance of Rome: Illuminating the Dark Ages 400-1000 (The Penguin History of
Europe) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Winford Patterson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Inheritance of Rome: Illuminating the Dark Ages 400-1000 (The
Penguin History of Europe) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Adelina Foreman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Inheritance of
Rome: Illuminating the Dark Ages 400-1000 (The Penguin History of Europe) which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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