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In a riveting narrative set in fifteenth-century Korea, two brothers discover a
shared passion for kites. Kee-sup can craft a kite unequaled in strength and
beauty, but his younger brother, Young-sup, can fly a kite as if he controlled the
wind itself. Their combined skills attract the notice of Korea's young king, who
chooses Young-sup to fly the royal kite in the New Year kite-flying competition-
-an honor that is also an awesome responsibility. Although tradition decrees, and
the boys' father insists, that the older brother represent the family, both brothers
know that this time the family's honor is best left in Young-sup's hands. This
touching and suspenseful story, filled with the authentic detail and flavor of
traditional Korean kite fighting, brings a remarkable setting vividly to life.
AUTHOR'S NOTE.
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In a riveting narrative set in fifteenth-century Korea, two brothers discover a shared passion for kites. Kee-
sup can craft a kite unequaled in strength and beauty, but his younger brother, Young-sup, can fly a kite as if
he controlled the wind itself. Their combined skills attract the notice of Korea's young king, who chooses
Young-sup to fly the royal kite in the New Year kite-flying competition--an honor that is also an awesome
responsibility. Although tradition decrees, and the boys' father insists, that the older brother represent the
family, both brothers know that this time the family's honor is best left in Young-sup's hands. This touching
and suspenseful story, filled with the authentic detail and flavor of traditional Korean kite fighting, brings a
remarkable setting vividly to life. AUTHOR'S NOTE.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Tradition and family loyalty come into question in this book by the recently named Newbery Medalist, set in
Seoul, Korea, in 1473. Two brothers anticipate the annual New Year's Kite competition, wondering how to
balance convention and love for one's talent. Ages 9-12.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-7-When Young-sup holds a kite in his hand, he knows exactly how to make it fly. His older brother,
Kee-sup, struggles to launch his kite, but he knows exactly how to construct one that is beautiful in form and
perfectly balanced. One day, the young king of Korea suddenly arrives with all of his attendants on the
hillside where the brothers are playing with their matching tiger kites. He requests their help in learning to
fly one, and then asks Kee-sup to make a kite for him. The boy is deeply honored and works diligently on it,
a dragon flecked with real gold paint. Meanwhile, Young-sup is determined to win the kite-fighting
competition at the New Year's festival. He practices on the hillside where the king frequently joins him, and
their growing friendship leads to an interesting collaboration and a thorny challenge to tradition in Korea in
1473. The final contest, in which Young-sup flies for the king, is riveting. Though the story is set in
medieval times, the brothers have many of the same issues facing siblings today. They play and argue, they
compete for their father's attention, and eventually develop a greater understanding of one another. The
author has drawn her characters with a sure touch, creating two very different boys struggling to figure out
who they are. With ease and grace, Park brings these long-ago children to life.
Barbara Scotto, Michael Driscoll School, Brookline, MA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In this novel set in fifteenth-century Korea, Young-sup and his older brother, Kee-sup, love the popular sport
of competitive kite flying. Kee-sup's talent is designing, building, and decorating the kites. Young-sup is less
the craftsman, but his senses are in tune with the shifting winds. Their practice sessions attract the attention
of the boy-king of Korea, who becomes friends with the brothers and asks them to craft him a kite fit for a
king, then fly it in the New Year's Day kite fights. The boys devise innovations to give them an advantage in
the contest: a blue kite string that will be lost against the sky and a coating of crushed pottery to sever an
opponent's line. But tricks are no substitute for skill, which Young-sup proves he has. Besides catching the
excitement of the ancient sport, the novel deals with intense sibling rivalry engendered by Korean family
tradition. The conclusion is predictable but satisfying. An author's note authenticates some historical points
in the fictional story, which feels consistently well-grounded in its time and place. Catherine Andronik

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Kite Fighters is our

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Scott Anderson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Kite Fighters is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Lydia Rogers:

The particular book The Kite Fighters has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Jack Caldwell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve The Kite Fighters was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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