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The hero s descent into the Underworld is not only one of the oldest stories in
western literature; it is also one of the most often retold. Why do so many
modern poets - British and American, black and white, male and female, from the
metropole and from the margins - stage Underworld descents in their works?
Through a series of contextualized close readings, this study traces the cultural
work performed by modern deployments of the classical narrative. While some
poets engage their literary forebears to exorcise anxiety and others use Hell to
sharpen their cultural critique, most recent poets, including James Merrill, Derek
Walcott, Tony Harrison, and Seamus Heaney, have found the Underworld
descent to be a useful framework for addressing the claims of history and
politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In The Underworld Descent in Twentieth-Century Poetry, Thurston assembles a wonderfully eclectic array
of poems that share the motif of the underworld journey, and provides an elegantly delineated framework for
understanding their relations both to each other and to the particular historical moments out of which they
emerge. At the heart of Thurston s argument is a sharply drawn distinction between nekuia and katabasis,
two phases of epic transactions with the underworld that he persuasively aligns with poetic tradition and
political engagement. Often the mere act of identifying a poem as participating in the nekuia or katabasis
traditions helps us to see a familiar text in a new light; I will never again read Adrienne Rich s "Diving into
the Wreck," for example, without noticing how it restages the underworld journey. Thurston s readings are
unfailingly illuminating and fresh, his juxtapositions surprising yet compelling. The result is a remarkably
full representation of twentieth-century poetry in all its aesthetic and social variety." - Roger Gilbert, Cornell
University

About the Author
MICHAEL THURSTON is Associate Professor of English at Smith College, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morgan Woods:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound
and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound
and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Elizabeth Cao:

The book The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make examining a book The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound and Eliot to
Heaney and Walcott to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
publication The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think



about this book?

Bertha Morrison:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Underworld in
Twentieth-Century Poetry: From Pound and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott to read.

Peter Chatman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Underworld in Twentieth-Century Poetry: From
Pound and Eliot to Heaney and Walcott can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.
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