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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was
universally hailed as a masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever
written. The New York Times Book Review, in a front cover review, called it "a
magnificent guided tour through mankind's architecture," and The San Francisco
Chronicle wrote that "Kostof...has enthralled a generation of students.... Now he
has done the same thing for the public at large, in an extraordinary book that is a
new kind of architectural history."
This magisterial work has now been revised and expanded by Greg Castillo,
Kostof's colleague and literary executor. Insightful, engagingly written, and
graced with almost a thousand superb illustrations, the Second Edition of this
classic volume offers a sweeping narrative that examines architecture as it
reflects the social, economic, and technological systems of human history. The
scope of the book is astonishing. No mere survey of famous buildings, Kostof's
History examines a surprisingly wide variety of manmade structures: prehistoric
huts and the TVA, the pyramids at Giza and the Rome railway station, the
ziggurat and the department store. Indeed, Kostof considered every building
worthy of attention, every structure or shelter a potential source of insight,
whether it be the prehistoric hunting camps at Terra Amata, or the caves at
Lascaux with their magnificent paintings, or a twenty-story hotel on the Las
Vegas strip. The Second Edition features a new concluding chapter, "Designing
the Fin de Siècle," based on Kostof's last lecture notes and prepared by Castillo,
as well as an all-new 16-page color section. Many of the original line drawings
by Richard Tobias, as well as some 50 photographs, have also been updated or
replaced, for improved clarity.
Visually and intellectually stimulating, this book is at once a compelling history
and an indispensable reference on all aspects of our built environment. It
achieves for architecture what Janson's history accomplished for visual art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very useful!"--Mosette G. Broderich, New York University

"[Kostof's] challenging text is ultimately inspiring, richly rewarding, and at times brilliant."--School Library
Journal

From the Back Cover
Pulls together the work of a multitude of scholars into a workable synthesis that will be of value to college
students who are just becoming acquainted with the area of study...Kostof has achieved a synthesis of sound
scholarship, up-to-date interpretation, and excellent analysis for which he and his publisher are to be
congratulated.

About the Author

Spiro Kostof was Professor of Architectural History at the University of California at Berkeley, and was a
former president of the Society of Architectural Historians. Greg Castillo was Kostof's research assistant
and literary executor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A History of Architecture: Settings and
Rituals. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Steven Anderson:

Precisely why? Because this A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will



give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Mary Kasten:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you could pick A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals
become your current starter.

Beverly Woods:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals when you required it?
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