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A vibrant, colorful, and revelatory inner history of China during a moment
of profound transformation

From abroad, we often see China as a caricature: a nation of pragmatic plutocrats
and ruthlessly dedicated students destined to rule the global economy-or an
addled Goliath, riddled with corruption and on the edge of stagnation. What we
don't see is how both powerful and ordinary people are remaking their lives as
their country dramatically changes.
As the Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker, Evan Osnos was on the
ground in China for years, witness to profound political, economic, and cultural
upheaval. In Age of Ambition, he describes the greatest collision taking place in
that country: the clash between the rise of the individual and the Communist
Party's struggle to retain control. He asks probing questions: Why does a
government with more success lifting people from poverty than any civilization
in history choose to put strict restraints on freedom of expression? Why do
millions of young Chinese professionals-fluent in English and devoted to
Western pop culture-consider themselves "angry youth," dedicated to resisting
the West's influence? How are Chinese from all strata finding meaning after two
decades of the relentless pursuit of wealth?
Writing with great narrative verve and a keen sense of irony, Osnos follows the
moving stories of everyday people and reveals life in the new China to be a
battleground between aspiration and authoritarianism, in which only one can
prevail.
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students destined to rule the global economy-or an addled Goliath, riddled with corruption and on the edge of
stagnation. What we don't see is how both powerful and ordinary people are remaking their lives as their
country dramatically changes.
As the Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker, Evan Osnos was on the ground in China for years, witness
to profound political, economic, and cultural upheaval. In Age of Ambition, he describes the greatest collision
taking place in that country: the clash between the rise of the individual and the Communist Party's struggle
to retain control. He asks probing questions: Why does a government with more success lifting people from
poverty than any civilization in history choose to put strict restraints on freedom of expression? Why do
millions of young Chinese professionals-fluent in English and devoted to Western pop culture-consider
themselves "angry youth," dedicated to resisting the West's influence? How are Chinese from all strata
finding meaning after two decades of the relentless pursuit of wealth?
Writing with great narrative verve and a keen sense of irony, Osnos follows the moving stories of everyday
people and reveals life in the new China to be a battleground between aspiration and authoritarianism, in
which only one can prevail.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In the pages of the New Yorker, Evan Osnos has portrayed, explained and poked fun at this new China
better than any other writer from the West or the East. In Age of Ambition, Osnos takes his reporting a step
further, illuminating what he calls China's Gilded Age, its appetites, challenges and dilemmas, in a way few
have done.” ?John Pomfret, Washington Post

“Age of Ambition is… a riveting and troubling portrait of a people in a state of extreme anxiety about their
identity, values and future, [and] a China rived by moral crisis and explosive frustration.” ?Judith Shapiro,
New York Times

“For those new to China, Mr Osnos beautifully portrays the nation in all its craziness, providing a ringside
seat for the greatest show on earth.” ?The Economist

“Beautifully written ... an absolute must-read.” ?Edward Steinfeld, Harvard Magazine

“China's Gilded Age has been every bit as fascinating, colorful and tragic as our own -- and [Osnos] offers
an engrossing account of it… [He] understands the depths of the transformations, the complexity of the
contradictions, and the fragility of the overall enterprise.” ?Chicago Tribune

“Evan Osnos ... has put his keen insight and intrepid research skills to use in his exploration of the internal
intellectual and spiritual infrastructure of China's rise.” ?Dan Blumenthal, The National Interest

“[Osnos] adeptly chronicles… China's 35-year journey from poverty and collective dogmatism to a dynamic
if cut-throat era of competition, self-promotion and materialism.” ?Julie Makinen, Los Angeles Times

“Age of Ambition [is] eloquent and comprehensive…” ?Jonathan Mirsky, New York Times Book Review

“Age of Ambition is a splendid and entertaining picture of 21st-century China…” ?Michael Fathers, Wall
Street Journal

“Evan Osnos gives us twenty-first-century China the way the best American journalists gave us the Gilded
Age--he introduces us to outsized characters, tells tales of aspiration, success, and defeat, rakes the muck of
corruption and repression, and captures the tremendous energy, as well as the darker impulses, of a society in
the throes of a historic transformation.” ?George Packer, author of The Assassins' Gate and The Unwinding

“The very hardest thing to convey about modern China is the combination of hope and despair, idealism and
crassness, coordinated mass action and chaotic individual scheming, that you encounter each day. Evan
Osnos has captured all parts of this disorienting 'reality,' but he has done so much more. Beautifully written,
humane but critical-minded, funny on every page, Age of Ambition offers a better understanding of China's
process of 'becoming' than most people could ever gain by living there. China veterans and amateurs alike
will find it an illuminating and delightful read.” ?James Fallows, author of China Airborne

“How often have travelers asked: 'What is the one book about China that I should read before I depart?' Alas,
for years I have had no good answer to this question. But now, Evan Osnos has provided a stellar candidate.



Wonderfully engaging, readable and informative, this vivid tableau of actors from all walks of Chinese life
goes a long way to helping us make sense out of the often confusing complexity that is today's China.”
?Orville Schell, coauthor of Wealth and Power: China's Long March to the Twenty-first Century

“The best book on China I've ever read. Witty, indispensable, and often moving. I look forward to stealing
Evan Osnos's wisdom and passing it off as my own for years to come.” ?Gary Shteyngart, author of Little
Failure and Super Sad True Love Story

“The rise of China is the biggest story of the past twenty-five years. Evan Osnos captures the country in all
its striving, thunderous diversity, through a narrative that moves, provokes, and makes us laugh. Age of
Ambition is a marvel of great reporting, careful thinking, and powerful writing.” ?Dexter Filkins, author of
The Forever War

“For most of a decade, Evan Osnos has been one of the most energetic, skilled, and thoughtful observers of
China. Whether he's accompanying Chinese tourists to the Best Western in Luxembourg or watching Ai
Weiwei blur the lines between performance and protest, Osnos is always engaging. This is a wonderful
book.” ?Peter Hessler, author of River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze and Country Driving: A Chinese
Road Trip

“If you have time to read only one book about China today, read this one. Woven from vignettes of Chinese
life at many different levels, it provides unerring insights into what makes the Chinese the people they are
while wearing its learning so lightly that the narrative never flags. It should be in every tourist's baggage and
every diplomat's library.” ?Philip Short, author of Mao: A Life

About the Author
Evan Osnos is a staff writer at The New Yorker, where he served as the China correspondent from 2008 to
2013. Previously, he worked at the Chicago Tribune, where he was part of a team that won the Pulitzer Prize
for investigative reporting in 2008. He is the author of Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith
in the New China. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ebony Thornton:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Age of Ambition: Chasing
Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Iris Robertson:

This Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be



information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New
China without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China can
bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the
New China having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Albert Chesson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth,
and Faith in the New China it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Wayne Joseph:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New
China was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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