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Variously and roundly perceived as gridlocked, incompetent, irresponsible, and
corrupt, American government commands less respect and trust today than
perhaps at any time in the nation's history. But the dysfunction in government
that we like so little, along with the policy disasters it engenders, is in fact a
product of that deep and persistent distrust, Stephen M. Griffin contends in
Broken Trust, an accessible work of constitutional theory and history with
profound implications for our troubled political system.

Undertaken with a deep concern about the way our government is performing,
Broken Trust makes use of the debate over dysfunctional government to uncover
significant flaws in the conventional wisdom as to how the Constitution works.
Indeed, although Americans strongly believe that our government is
dysfunctional, they are just as firmly convinced that the Constitution still works
well. Griffin questions this conviction by examining how recent policy
disasters—such as the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the response to Hurricane Katrina,
and the 2008 financial crisis—are linked to our constitutional system. This leads
him to pose the question of whether the government institutions we have
inherited from the eighteenth century are poor fits for contemporary times.

Griffin argues that understanding the decline of trust in government requires
investigating the historical circumstances of the last several decades as well as
the constitutional experience of the states. In particular, he examines “hybrid
democracy,” the form of constitutionalism prevailing in California and other
western states that combines Madisonian-style representative government with
direct democracy. Hybrid democracy offers valuable lessons relevant to our
contemporary difficulties with dysfunctional government at the national level.
These lessons underpin the agenda for reform that Griffin then proposes,
emphasizing democratic innovations aimed at producing both more effective
government and greater trust in our political institutions. Building on a better
understanding of the sources and consequences of government dysfunction, his
book holds genuine hope, as well as practical possibilities, for the repair of our
broken political and constitutional system.
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Variously and roundly perceived as gridlocked, incompetent, irresponsible, and corrupt, American
government commands less respect and trust today than perhaps at any time in the nation's history. But the
dysfunction in government that we like so little, along with the policy disasters it engenders, is in fact a
product of that deep and persistent distrust, Stephen M. Griffin contends in Broken Trust, an accessible work
of constitutional theory and history with profound implications for our troubled political system.

Undertaken with a deep concern about the way our government is performing, Broken Trust makes use of
the debate over dysfunctional government to uncover significant flaws in the conventional wisdom as to how
the Constitution works. Indeed, although Americans strongly believe that our government is dysfunctional,
they are just as firmly convinced that the Constitution still works well. Griffin questions this conviction by
examining how recent policy disasters—such as the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the response to Hurricane Katrina,
and the 2008 financial crisis—are linked to our constitutional system. This leads him to pose the question of
whether the government institutions we have inherited from the eighteenth century are poor fits for
contemporary times.

Griffin argues that understanding the decline of trust in government requires investigating the historical
circumstances of the last several decades as well as the constitutional experience of the states. In particular,
he examines “hybrid democracy,” the form of constitutionalism prevailing in California and other western
states that combines Madisonian-style representative government with direct democracy. Hybrid democracy
offers valuable lessons relevant to our contemporary difficulties with dysfunctional government at the
national level. These lessons underpin the agenda for reform that Griffin then proposes, emphasizing
democratic innovations aimed at producing both more effective government and greater trust in our political
institutions. Building on a better understanding of the sources and consequences of government dysfunction,
his book holds genuine hope, as well as practical possibilities, for the repair of our broken political and
constitutional system.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The root causes of government dysfunction, Stephen Griffin explains in this elegant book, lie not in
polarization but in the breakdown of trust in American government. Broken Trust is an important and
original discussion of our nation’s problems—and how we might find a path toward solving them."—Jack
M. Balkin, Knight Professor of Constitutional Law and the First Amendment at Yale Law School "It has
become conventional wisdom that American government has entered a period of dysfunction. In this lively
and important new book, one of our leading constitutional scholars offers a fresh diagnosis and prognosis,
arguing that many of the problems stem from our constitutional structure and that the answer lies in adapting
certain state-level constitutional innovations to the federal government. Anyone interested in the workings of
American government will want to read and wrestle with Griffin’s work."—Josh Chafetz, author of
Democracy’s Privileged Few: Legislative Privilege and Democratic Norms in the British and American
Constitutions "Stephen Griffin has written the contemporary counterpart to Madison’s Vices of the Political
System of the United States. His acute diagnosis of the political ills afflicting American constitutional
politics, their causes and their cures is as vital to continued American constitutional development as
Madison’s observations were in 1787."—Mark A. Graber, author of A New Introduction to American
Constitutionalism

"It has become conventional wisdom that American government has entered a period of dysfunction. In this
lively and important new book, one of our leading constitutional scholars offers a fresh diagnosis and
prognosis, arguing that many of the problems stem from our constitutional structure and that the answer lies
in adapting certain state-level constitutional innovations to the federal government. Anyone interested in the
workings of American government will want to read and wrestle with Griffin’s work."?Josh Chafetz, author
of Democracy’s Privileged Few: Legislative Privilege and Democratic Norms in the British and American
Constitutions

"The root causes of government dysfunction, Stephen Griffin explains in this elegant book, lie not in
polarization but in the breakdown of trust in American government. Broken Trust is an important and
original discussion of our nation’s problems—and how we might find a path toward solving them."—Jack
M. Balkin, Knight Professor of Constitutional Law and the First Amendment at Yale Law School

"Stephen Griffin has written the contemporary counterpart to Madison’s Vices of the Political System of the
United States. His acute diagnosis of the political ills afflicting American constitutional politics, their causes
and their cures is as vital to continued American constitutional development as Madison’s observations were
in 1787."?Mark A. Graber, author of A New Introduction to American Constitutionalism

About the Author
Stephen M. Griffin is W. R. Irby Chair and Rutledge C. Clement, Jr. Professor in Constitutional Law, Tulane
Law School. He is the author of American Constitutionalism: From Theory to Politics and Long Wars and
the Constitution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Geneva Richardson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking). All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Mary Logsdon:

Typically the book Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional
Thinking) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Daniel Johnson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) become your own starter.

Joanna Bowen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Download and Read Online Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking)
By Stephen M. Griffin #OFGL0EYZ7QS



Read Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional
Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen M. Griffin for online
ebook

Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen
M. Griffin Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and
Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen M. Griffin books to read online.

Online Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform
(Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen M. Griffin ebook PDF download

Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By
Stephen M. Griffin Doc

Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen M. Griffin
Mobipocket

Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) By Stephen M. Griffin
EPub


