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Chandra is an intimate portrait of a highly private and brilliant man,
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar, a Nobel laureate in physics who has been a major
contributor to the theories of white dwarfs and black holes.

"Wali has given us a magnificent portrait of Chandra, full of life and color, with a
deep understanding of the three cultures—Indian, British, and American—in
which Chandra was successively immersed. . . . I wish I had the job of reviewing
this book for the New York Times rather than for Physics Today. If the book is
only read by physicists, then Wali's devoted labors were in vain."—Freeman
Dyson, Physics Today

"An enthralling human document."—William McCrea, Times Higher Education
Supplement

"A dramatic, exuberant biography of one of the century's great
scientists."—Publishers Weekly
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The discovery in 1935 that certain dying stars might be too massive to evolve into white dwarves should
have catapulted Indian-born astrophysicist Subramanyan Chandrasekhar into worldwide fame. Instead, his
mentor Sir Arthur Eddington publicly denounced and ridiculed his findings. The young protege gracefully
withdrew from direct confrontation, went on to make major contributions in stellar structure, moved from
England to the U.S. and took a Nobel Prize in 1983. The irony is that either Eddington or Chandrasekhar,
simply by following up the implications of the latter's discovery, could have been the first to chance upon
black holes and neutron stars. In a dramatic, exuberant biography of one of the century's great scientists,
Syracuse University physics professor Wali shows how a modest man with a love of elegant expression
overcame racial prejudice and bureaucratic stumbling blocks. Photos.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
astrophysicist whose major contributions were recognized very belatedly with the award of a recent Nobel
Prize in physics. His style of work has been unusual in that he has concentrated on deep study of several
topics that were not necessarily fashionable, yet his work on them is now regarded as "classic." Although this
biography frequently alludes to Chandra's scientific contributions, much is also said about his personal life
and struggles. Wali, like Chandra, is a physicist of Indian birth now working in the United States, and thus he
is especially well-qualified to describe Chandra's origins and education in India, his years at Trinity College,
Cambridge, and finally his long career at the University of Chicago. The scientific details are mostly
nontechnical, thus rendering the book accessible to interested lay people as well as professional scientists.
Highly recommended for academic and large public libraries.
- Jack W. Weigel, Univ. of Michigan Lib., Ann Arbor
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
Chandra is an intimate portrait of a highly private and brilliant man, Subrahmanyan Chandraesekhar, a Nobel
Laureate in physics who has been a major contributor to the theories of white dwarfs and black holes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

This Chandra: A Biography of S. Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Chandra: A Biography of S.
Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Chandra: A
Biography of S. Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Chandra: A Biography of S. Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications



of The University of Chicago Press) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Paul Hill:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Chandra: A Biography of S.
Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Sheila Cyr:

This Chandra: A Biography of S. Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using
great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Chandra: A Biography of S. Chandrasekhar
(Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt which?

Jerald Higgins:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Chandra: A Biography of S. Chandrasekhar (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) can make you feel more interested to read.
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