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This collection takes its inspiration from Paul Goodman's Growing Up Absurd, a
landmark critique of American culture at the end of the 1950s. Goodman called
for a revival of social investment in urban planning, public welfare, workplace
democracy, free speech, racial harmony, sexual freedom, popular culture, and
education to produce a society that could inspire young people, and an adult
society worth joining. In postmodernity, Goodman's enlightenment-era vision of
social progress has been judged obsolete. For many postmodern critics,
subjectivity is formed and expressed not through social investment, but through
consumption; the freedom to consume has replaced political empowerment. But
the power to consume is distributed very unevenly, and even for the affluent it
never fulfills the desire produced by the advertising industry. The contributors to
this volume focus on adverse social conditions that confront young people in
postmodernity, such as the relentless pressure to consume, social dis-investment
in education, harsh responses to youth crime, and the continuing climate of
intolerance that falls heavily on the young. In essays on education, youth crime,
counseling, protest movements, fiction, identity-formation and popular culture,
the contributors look for moments of resistance to the subsumption of youth
culture under the logic of global capitalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
If you care what 'young' means in the developed world today, Growing Up Postmodern's map of the
seductions and blameflows of the newest regime is a vital source. Read it and use it to fight back! (Fred
Pfeil)

Children are the collateral damage in a war that an affluent, unjust society has been waging under the sign of
neoliberalism. This book presents the informed, incisive voices raised in protest. (Amitava Kumar)

About the Author
Ronald Strickland is professor of English and the director of graduate studies at Illinois State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Growing Up Postmodern: Neoliberalism and the War on
the Young (Culture and Politics Series).

Charles English:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Growing Up Postmodern:
Neoliberalism and the War on the Young (Culture and Politics Series) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Franklin Richter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Growing Up Postmodern: Neoliberalism and the War on the Young (Culture and
Politics Series) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time



problems.

Janice Hayes:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Growing Up Postmodern: Neoliberalism and the War on the Young
(Culture and Politics Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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