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“Take Faust, what is it? A ‘tragedy’, as its author states? A great philosophical
tale? A collection of lyrical insights? Who can say. How about Moby-Dick?
Encyclopedia, novel or romance? Or even a ‘singular medley,’ as one
anonymous 1851 review put it? ... ‘It is no longer a novel,’ T.S. Eliot said of
Ulysses. But if not novels, then what are they?”

Literary history has long been puzzled by how to classify and treat these aesthetic
monuments. In this highly original and interdisciplinary work, Franco Moretti
builds a theory of the modern epic: a sort of super-genre that has provided many
of the “sacred texts” of Western literary culture. He provides a taxonomy capable
of accommodating Faust, Moby-Dick, The Nibelung’s Ring, Ulysses, The Cantos,
The Waste Land, The Man Without Qualities and One Hundred Years of Solitude.

For Moretti the significance of the modern epic reaches well beyond the aesthetic
sphere: it is the form that represents the European domination of the planet, and
establishes a solid consent around it. Political ambition and formal inventiveness
are here continuously entwined, as the representation of the world system
stimulates the technical breakthroughs of polyphony, reverie and leitmotif; of the
stream of consciousness, collage and complexity.

Opening with an analysis of Goethe’s Faust and the different historical roles of
epic and the novel, Moretti moves through a discussion of Wagner’s Ring and on
to a sociology of modernist technique. He ends with a fascinating interpretation
of “magic realism” as a compromise formation between a number of modernist
devices and the return of narrative interest, and suggests that the west’s
enthusiastic reception of these texts (and One Hundred Years of Solitude in
particular) constitutes a ritual self-absolution for centuries of colonialism.
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“Take Faust, what is it? A ‘tragedy’, as its author states? A great philosophical tale? A collection of lyrical
insights? Who can say. How about Moby-Dick? Encyclopedia, novel or romance? Or even a ‘singular
medley,’ as one anonymous 1851 review put it? ... ‘It is no longer a novel,’ T.S. Eliot said of Ulysses. But if
not novels, then what are they?”

Literary history has long been puzzled by how to classify and treat these aesthetic monuments. In this highly
original and interdisciplinary work, Franco Moretti builds a theory of the modern epic: a sort of super-genre
that has provided many of the “sacred texts” of Western literary culture. He provides a taxonomy capable of
accommodating Faust, Moby-Dick, The Nibelung’s Ring, Ulysses, The Cantos, The Waste Land, The Man
Without Qualities and One Hundred Years of Solitude.

For Moretti the significance of the modern epic reaches well beyond the aesthetic sphere: it is the form that
represents the European domination of the planet, and establishes a solid consent around it. Political
ambition and formal inventiveness are here continuously entwined, as the representation of the world system
stimulates the technical breakthroughs of polyphony, reverie and leitmotif; of the stream of consciousness,
collage and complexity.

Opening with an analysis of Goethe’s Faust and the different historical roles of epic and the novel, Moretti
moves through a discussion of Wagner’s Ring and on to a sociology of modernist technique. He ends with a
fascinating interpretation of “magic realism” as a compromise formation between a number of modernist
devices and the return of narrative interest, and suggests that the west’s enthusiastic reception of these texts
(and One Hundred Years of Solitude in particular) constitutes a ritual self-absolution for centuries of
colonialism.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Moretti here casts a whole new light on traditional discussions of modernism. Modern Epic is an exciting,
stimulating, and finally a profound book in which his own work reaches new heights.”—Fredric Jameson

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

About the Author
Franco Moretti teaches English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University. He is the author of
Signs Taken for Wonders, The Way of the World and Modern Epic, all from Verso.

Quintin Hoare is the director of the Bosnian Institute and has translated numerous works by Sartre, Antonio
Gramsci, and other French authors. He lives in the United Kingdom.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to
Garcia Marquez. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Charles Thomas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Pearl Dyson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Modern Epic: The World System from
Goethe to Garcia Marquez why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Flor Rieke:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modern Epic: The World System from
Goethe to Garcia Marquez can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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