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Drawing on remarkably frank, in-depth interviews with 160 successful men in
the United States and France, Michèle Lamont provides a rare and revealing
collective portrait of the upper-middle class—the managers, professionals,
entrepreneurs, and experts at the center of power in society. Her book is a subtle,
textured description of how these men define the values and attitudes they
consider essential in separating themselves—and their class—from everyone
else.

Money, Morals, and Manners is an ambitious and sophisticated attempt to
illuminate the nature of social class in modern society. For all those who
downplay the importance of unequal social groups, it will be a revelation.

"A powerful, cogent study that will provide an elevated basis for debates in the
sociology of culture for years to come."—David Gartman, American Journal of
Sociology

"A major accomplishment! Combining cultural analysis and comparative
approach with a splendid literary style, this book significantly broadens the
understanding of stratification and inequality. . . . This book will provoke debate,
inspire research, and serve as a model for many years to come."—R. Granfield,
Choice

"This is an exceptionally fine piece of work, a splendid example of the
sociologist's craft."—Lewis Coser, Boston College
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Drawing on remarkably frank, in-depth interviews with 160 successful men in the United States and France,
Michèle Lamont provides a rare and revealing collective portrait of the upper-middle class—the managers,
professionals, entrepreneurs, and experts at the center of power in society. Her book is a subtle, textured
description of how these men define the values and attitudes they consider essential in separating
themselves—and their class—from everyone else.

Money, Morals, and Manners is an ambitious and sophisticated attempt to illuminate the nature of social
class in modern society. For all those who downplay the importance of unequal social groups, it will be a
revelation.

"A powerful, cogent study that will provide an elevated basis for debates in the sociology of culture for years
to come."—David Gartman, American Journal of Sociology

"A major accomplishment! Combining cultural analysis and comparative approach with a splendid literary
style, this book significantly broadens the understanding of stratification and inequality. . . . This book will
provoke debate, inspire research, and serve as a model for many years to come."—R. Granfield, Choice

"This is an exceptionally fine piece of work, a splendid example of the sociologist's craft."—Lewis Coser,
Boston College
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Drawing on remarkably frank, in-depth interviews with 160 successful men in the United States and France,
Michele Lamont provides a rare and revealing collective portrait of the upper-middle class - the managers,
professionals, entrepreneurs, and experts at the center of power in society. Her book is a subtle, textured
description of how these men define the values and attitudes they consider essential in separating themselves
- and their class - from everyone else. For Lamont, the boundaries of class are not marked by economics
alone. She goes beyond crude categories of status and simple measures of taste, wealth, and possessions to
reveal the role of moral and cultural distinctions in setting the boundaries between the upper-middle class
and those above and below. Central to her analysis - and to the identity of the men she interviewed - is the
idea of a virtuous or worthy person: members of the upper-middle class constantly define themselves and
others by making distinctions along this moral dimension. There are important differences, however, within
the upper-middle class and between national cultures. Living in a cosmopolitan city like New York or Paris
is different than living in a more provincial center like Indianapolis or Clermont-Ferrand; those working in
the profit sector hold very different values than do those working for nonprofit organizations; and American
men place more emphasis on financial success than do their French counterparts, who value personal
integrity and cultural refinement more. Unprecedented in its comparative reach, Money, Morals, and
Manners is an ambitious and sophisticated attempt to illuminate the nature of social class in modern society.
For allthose who downplay the importance of unequal social groups, it will be a revelation.

About the Author

Michèle Lamont is the Robert I. Goldman Professor of European Studies and professor of sociology and
African and Africa American Studies at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

The book Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the French and the American Upper-Middle Class
(Morality and Society Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make studying a book Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the French
and the American Upper-Middle Class (Morality and Society Series) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a publication Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of
the French and the American Upper-Middle Class (Morality and Society Series). Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Peters:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do



something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you that Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the
French and the American Upper-Middle Class (Morality and Society Series) book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Eric Green:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the
French and the American Upper-Middle Class (Morality and Society Series) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Joshua Stpierre:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Money, Morals, and Manners: The Culture of the French and the American Upper-Middle
Class (Morality and Society Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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