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Shi'i Islam has been the official religion of Iran from the Safavids (1501-1732) to
the present day. The Shi'i world experience has provided a rich artistic tradition,
encompassing painting, sculpture, and the production of artifacts and
performance, which has helped to embed Shi'i identity in Iran as part of its
national narrative. In what areas of material culture has Iranian Shi'ism
manifested itself through objects or buildings that are unique within the overall
culture of Islam? To what extent is the art and architecture of Iran from the
Safavid period onwards identifiably Shi'i? What does this say about the
relationship of nation, state, and faith in Iran? Here, leading experts trace the
material heritage of Iranian Shi'ism within each of its political, religious, and
cultural dimensions.
This book is published by I.B. Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage
Foundation.
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Shi'i Islam has been the official religion of Iran from the Safavids (1501-1732) to the present day. The Shi'i
world experience has provided a rich artistic tradition, encompassing painting, sculpture, and the production
of artifacts and performance, which has helped to embed Shi'i identity in Iran as part of its national narrative.
In what areas of material culture has Iranian Shi'ism manifested itself through objects or buildings that are
unique within the overall culture of Islam? To what extent is the art and architecture of Iran from the Safavid
period onwards identifiably Shi'i? What does this say about the relationship of nation, state, and faith in Iran?
Here, leading experts trace the material heritage of Iranian Shi'ism within each of its political, religious, and
cultural dimensions.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Even many knowledgeable Islamic scholars are not aware of the richness of visual religious representation
in Shi'i Islam. This book provides rare glimpses into this fascinating art, which, unlike in the Sunni world, is
rich in the portrayal of human figures. One important focus of the book is the exploration of the enormous
store of imagery surrounding the martyrdom of Imam Hoseyn, and rituals commemorating this central
religious event. The international scope of the scholarship gives this book enormous richness. It should open
many eyes to the complexity, beauty and meaning reflected in Shi'i art.' - Professor William O. Beeman,
Department Chairperson, Department of Anthropology, University of Minnesota; 'This book provides a
window onto the intersection of art and religious practice in Iran. Students of Iranian history of the past
thousand years will find interesting explanations of common visual forms within the context of Shi'ism.
However, unlike many books on historical subjects, this volume connects the material manifestations of
Shi'ism with contemporary practice. Given the centrality of Shi'ism to modern Iranian politics and society,
such a multidisciplinary approach will lead to a deeper understanding of the ways in which Shi'ism
influences daily life today and the extent to which Shi'i traditions of the past inform those of the present.' -
Sheila Canby, Patti Cadby Birch Curator in Charge, Department of Islamic Art, The Metropolitan Museum
of Art

About the Author

Pedram Khosronejad is Goli Rais Larizadeh Research Fellow at the School of Philosophical,
Anthropological and Film Studies at the University of St. Andrews.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

The book untitled The Art and Material Culture of Iranian Shi'ism: Iconography and Religious Devotion in
Shi'i Islam (International Library of Iranian Studies) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Cameron Trammell:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Art and Material Culture of
Iranian Shi'ism: Iconography and Religious Devotion in Shi'i Islam (International Library of Iranian Studies)
is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this



book.

Fabiola Stewart:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Art and Material
Culture of Iranian Shi'ism: Iconography and Religious Devotion in Shi'i Islam (International Library of
Iranian Studies) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Iona Calhoun:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Art and
Material Culture of Iranian Shi'ism: Iconography and Religious Devotion in Shi'i Islam (International
Library of Iranian Studies).
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