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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a
function of ethnicity, of nationality, of religion, or of all three. These
fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The peculiar
combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize
Jewishness through the centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E.
This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one of the most complex issues
of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen
moves on to discuss what made or did not make Jewish identity during the
period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of intermarriage, matrilineal
descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish
literature written in Greek, classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and
medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many of the central rabbinic
texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,
classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties,
Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society).

Nannie Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Katie Barry:

Beside this particular The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic
Culture and Society) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
as well as read it from at this point!

Hoyt Moore:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or



just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Beginnings of Jewishness:
Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society) can be the solution, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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