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??Â
?"Every one of these cartoons is just something that drifted into my head when I
was alone with my thoughts. And, for better or worse, I 'jotted' them down. It was
only later, when perhaps I received an angry letter from someone, that it struck
me: Hey! Someone's been reading my diary!" --Gary Larson, from the preface to
The Complete Far Side
??Â

??Revered by its fans as the funniest, most original, most "What the ... ?"-
inspiring cartoon ever, The Far Side debuted in January 1980 and enjoyed an
illustrious 14 years on the world's comics pages until Gary Larson's retirement in
1994. The Complete Far Side celebrates Gary's twisted, irreverent genius in this
ultimate Far Side book, a lavish production which takes its place alongside
collector's-edition art books.

??A masterpiece of comic brilliance, The Complete Far Side contains every Far
Side cartoon ever syndicated-over 4,000 if you must know-presented in (more or
less) chronological order by year of publication, with more than 1,100 that have
never before appeared in a book. Also included are additional Far Side cartoons
Larson created after his retirement: 13 that appeared in the last Far Side book,
Last Chapter and Worse, and six cartoons that periodically ran as a special
feature in the New York Times Science Times section as The Far Side of Science.
Creator Gary Larson offers a rare glimpse into the mind of The Far Side in
quirky and thoughtful introductions to each of the 14 chapters. Complaint letters,
fan letters, and queries from puzzled readers appear alongside some of the more
provocative or elusive panels. Actor, author, and comedian Steve Martin offers
his pithy thoughts in a foreword, and Gary Larson's former editor describes what
it was like to be "the guy who could explain every Far Side cartoon."

??During its 14-year run, The Far Side was syndicated internationally to over
1,900 daily newspapers. It spawned 22 books and has been translated into a total
of 17 different languages.

??For his work with The Far Side, Gary Larson received the Reuben Award for
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Outstanding Cartoonist of the Year from the National Cartoonists Society in both
1991 and 1994. The National Cartoonists Society also named The Far Side Best
Syndicated Panel in 1985 and 1987. In 1993, The Far Side was awarded the Max
and Moritz Prize for Best International Comic Strip/Panel by the International
Comics Salon. In 1995, Larson's animated film Gary Larson's Tales from The
Far Side won the Grand Prix at the Annecy International Festival in Annecy,
France. His second animated film, Gary Larson's Tales from The Far Side II,
premiered in 1997 in the United States at the Telluride Film Festival and in
Europe at the Venice International Film Festival.
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?"Every one of these cartoons is just something that drifted into my head when I was alone with my
thoughts. And, for better or worse, I 'jotted' them down. It was only later, when perhaps I received an angry
letter from someone, that it struck me: Hey! Someone's been reading my diary!" --Gary Larson, from the
preface to The Complete Far Side
??Â

??Revered by its fans as the funniest, most original, most "What the ... ?"-inspiring cartoon ever, The Far
Side debuted in January 1980 and enjoyed an illustrious 14 years on the world's comics pages until Gary
Larson's retirement in 1994. The Complete Far Side celebrates Gary's twisted, irreverent genius in this
ultimate Far Side book, a lavish production which takes its place alongside collector's-edition art books.

??A masterpiece of comic brilliance, The Complete Far Side contains every Far Side cartoon ever
syndicated-over 4,000 if you must know-presented in (more or less) chronological order by year of
publication, with more than 1,100 that have never before appeared in a book. Also included are additional
Far Side cartoons Larson created after his retirement: 13 that appeared in the last Far Side book, Last
Chapter and Worse, and six cartoons that periodically ran as a special feature in the New York Times Science
Times section as The Far Side of Science. Creator Gary Larson offers a rare glimpse into the mind of The
Far Side in quirky and thoughtful introductions to each of the 14 chapters. Complaint letters, fan letters, and
queries from puzzled readers appear alongside some of the more provocative or elusive panels. Actor,
author, and comedian Steve Martin offers his pithy thoughts in a foreword, and Gary Larson's former editor
describes what it was like to be "the guy who could explain every Far Side cartoon."

??During its 14-year run, The Far Side was syndicated internationally to over 1,900 daily newspapers. It
spawned 22 books and has been translated into a total of 17 different languages.

??For his work with The Far Side, Gary Larson received the Reuben Award for Outstanding Cartoonist of
the Year from the National Cartoonists Society in both 1991 and 1994. The National Cartoonists Society also
named The Far Side Best Syndicated Panel in 1985 and 1987. In 1993, The Far Side was awarded the Max
and Moritz Prize for Best International Comic Strip/Panel by the International Comics Salon. In 1995,
Larson's animated film Gary Larson's Tales from The Far Side won the Grand Prix at the Annecy
International Festival in Annecy, France. His second animated film, Gary Larson's Tales from The Far Side
II, premiered in 1997 in the United States at the Telluride Film Festival and in Europe at the Venice
International Film Festival.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Gary Larson calls The Complete Far Side, the massive two-volume collection of his Far Side cartoons, an
"18-pound hernia giver." Sure to give any coffee table a solid workout, the handsome and heavy 1,272-page
"legacy book" is a must for fervent fans; over 4,300 single-panel comics with more than half in color and
1,100 that have not appeared in any book form before (the popular--and far less weighty--paperback
collections).

Set in rough chronological order, the comics share pages with occasional letters from fans, detractors,
editors, folks made famous by a particular cartoon, and those begging for explanations. Though few
explanations are provided (Larson personally supplies merely one, plus a single apology), this collection
helps answer the inevitable "how do you think up these things" conundrum. Before each year's cartoons,
Larson provides insight with essays about his childhood, various travels, occupational hazards, and his
official rules for dealing with bedtime monsters (which often turned out to be his older brother). Most
wonderful is the first essay on how the comic started. (His longtime editor Jake Morrissey's long introduction
is a must read on The Far Side's story).

Despite no central characters, it's easy to spot patterns in Larson's wild and wacky cartoons. Animals, insects,
and inanimate objects often exhibit all-too-human impulses. Larson's subjects are often in scenes of peril--
disasters, visits to hell, and perhaps a hundred cartoons set on a one-palm tree deserted island. It is what
Larson's fertile imagination mined from those situations that created fans and enemies for 14 years. (Larson
retired at his peak and then went into jazz music). The comics are not indexed (how could they be--first
lines? listings of cartoons with cows?); finding a favorite requires a great memory for its publication date.
Best simply to peruse the pages of this beautiful collection in which you will certainly find more than a few
new chuckles before landing on your beloved Larson sketch. --Doug Thomas

From Publishers Weekly
Lumpy cows and dinosaurs, nerds wearing glasses and women with big hair abound in this hefty two-volume
slipcased compilation of Larson's twisted and beloved single-panel comic. Complete with every syndicated
Far Side cartoon arranged chronologically by year of publication, in addition to 19 that were created after
Larson's retirement in 1995, this deluxe set features chapter introductions by Larson as well as letters from
fans and puzzled readers ("Help!... [This comic] has stumped not only me but the entire office"). Readers
will be amused by the insightfully funny and nostalgic chapter introductions that offer a peek into the cartoon
genius's mind, such as the intro to 1982 that illustrates what Larson calls the "ohpleaseohplease syndrome"
an obsession he shares with biologists and naturalists (and his brother) to acquire a lizard or another creature,
if only briefly, and to "drink it in" before it escapes into its own world. Comedian/author Martin provides a
foreword that captures the offbeat and candid humor underlying each comic, as he sorrowfully reports that
"many of the scenes depicted in this book are actually false." Readers may not be stunned by this revelation,
but they will surely enjoy flipping through the slick, full-colored pages of this mammoth treasury, a lavish
(and heavy!) collector's item that is the perfect gift for Far Side fans. Just make sure they say
"ohpleaseohplease."
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
The Far Side was syndicated in more than 1,900 daily newspapers from 1980 to 1995, when Gary Larson
retired. During its run, the cartoon spawned 22 books from AMP, which were translated into a total of 17



different languages. For his work with The Far Side, Larson was awarded the Reuben Award for
Outstanding Cartoonist from the National Cartoonists Society in 1991 and 1994. The group also named The
Far Side Best Syndicated Panel in both 1985 and 1987.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Complete Far Side: 1980-1994. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The
Complete Far Side: 1980-1994. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

William Perrotta:

This The Complete Far Side: 1980-1994 is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Complete Far Side:
1980-1994 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Leigh Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is The Complete Far Side: 1980-1994 this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Concepcion Shaw:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can



have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Complete Far Side: 1980-1994
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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