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This book, based on extensive original research in previously unexplored
sources, including the party archives, provides a great deal of new information on
the disintegration of the Soviet communist party, in 1991 and the preceding
years. It argues that, contrary to prevailing views, the party was reformable in
late Soviet times, but that attempts to reform it failed: reforms succeeded in
preventing the party interfering in the state body, and thereby abolished the
party's traditional administrative functions, but without creating an alternative
power centre, and without transforming the party from a vanguard party into a
parliamentary party. It demonstrates that the party, having ceased to offer career
paths for aspiring party members, thereby lost its reason for existence, that an
exodus of party members then followed, which in turn caused a financial crisis;
and that this financial crisis, and the resulting engagement in commercial
activity, fragmented and dispersed party property. It shows how the failed coup
of 1991 was led by the military rather than the party, and how having lost its
reason for existence and its property, the party had no choice but to accept the
reality that it was de facto dead.
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archives, provides a great deal of new information on the disintegration of the Soviet communist party, in
1991 and the preceding years. It argues that, contrary to prevailing views, the party was reformable in late
Soviet times, but that attempts to reform it failed: reforms succeeded in preventing the party interfering in the
state body, and thereby abolished the party's traditional administrative functions, but without creating an
alternative power centre, and without transforming the party from a vanguard party into a parliamentary
party. It demonstrates that the party, having ceased to offer career paths for aspiring party members, thereby
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Editorial Review

Review

'the most important reason for regarding this as a study of the first importance is the novelty of its argument,
based on a close and careful examination of the primary sources' - Slavonica, November 2008

'The great strength of this work is the research. Ogushi has accumulated a vast array of material, some of it
original, to support his analysis. Much of this material will be of great use to subsequent scholars who
analyse the intricate details of the Soviet collapse' - Seth Unmack, Australian Slavonic and East European
Studies

About the Author

Atsushi Ogushi is JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the
Slavic Research Center of Hokkaido University, Japan. His main research interests are Soviet and Russian
politics, and his articles have appeared in The Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics, among
others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marni Elliott:

The book The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East
European Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like start and read a publication The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Geraldine Louis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) as the daily resource information.



Homer Simon:

The book untitled The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and
East European Studies) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy approach.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

James Cooper:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Demise of the Soviet Communist Party (BASEES/Routledge Series on
Russian and East European Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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