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The years since World War II have seen rapid shifts in the relative positions of
different countries and regions. Leading political economist Mancur Olson offers
a new and compelling theory to explain these shifts in fortune and then tests his
theory against evidence from many periods of history and many parts of the
world.
“[T]his elegant, readable book. . . sets out to explain why economies succumb to
the ‘British disease,’ the kind of stagnation and demoralization that is now
sweeping Europe and North America. . . . A convincing book that could make a
big difference in the way we think about modern economic problems.”—Peter
Passell, The New York Times Book Review
“Schumpeter and Keynes would have hailed the insights Olson gives into the
sicknesses of the modern mixed economy.”—Paul A. Samuelson, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
“One of the really important books in social science of the past half-
century.”—Scott Gordon, The Canadian Journal of Economics
“The thesis of this brilliant book is that the longer a society enjoys political
stability, the more likely it is to develop powerful special-interest lobbies that in
turn make it less efficient economically.”—Charles Peters, The Washington
Monthly
“Remarkable. The fundamental ideas are simple, yet they provide insight into a
wide array of social and historical issues. . . . The Rise and Decline of Nations
promises to be a subject of productive interdisciplinary argument for years to
come.”—Robert O. Keohane, Journal of Economic Literature
“I urgently recommend it to all economists and to a great many non-
economists.”—Gordon Tullock, Public Choice
“Olson’s theory is illuminating and there is no doubt that The Rise and Decline of
Nations will exert much influence on ideas and politics for many decades to
come.”—Pierre Lemieux, Reason
Co-winner of the 1983 American Political Science Association’s Gladys M.
Kammerer Award for the best book on U.S. national policy
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The years since World War II have seen rapid shifts in the relative positions of different countries and
regions. Leading political economist Mancur Olson offers a new and compelling theory to explain these
shifts in fortune and then tests his theory against evidence from many periods of history and many parts on
the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Pratt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social
Rigidities why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

David Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Rise and Decline of
Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Laura Ide:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Rise and
Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities.



Soledad Neeley:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Rise and Decline of Nations:
Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic
Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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