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Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically
acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic
encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told
through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo
warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile
resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political andreligious
forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.

With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages,
Things Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent
monuments to African experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-
colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world while
broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
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classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the
continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of
Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo
traditions by British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the
powerful new order.

With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart provides
one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does not only capture
life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world while broadening our
understanding of our contemporary realities.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
One of Chinua Achebe's many achievements in his acclaimed first novel, Things Fall Apart, is his
relentlessly unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and after the coming of colonialism. First
published in 1958, just two years before Nigeria declared independence from Great Britain, the book
eschews the obvious temptation of depicting pre-colonial life as a kind of Eden. Instead, Achebe sketches a
world in which violence, war, and suffering exist, but are balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual, and
social coherence. His Ibo protagonist, Okonkwo, is a self-made man. The son of a charming ne'er-do-well,
he has worked all his life to overcome his father's weakness and has arrived, finally, at great prosperity and
even greater reputation among his fellows in the village of Umuofia. Okonkwo is a champion wrestler, a
prosperous farmer, husband to three wives and father to several children. He is also a man who exhibits
flaws well-known in Greek tragedy:

Okonkwo ruled his household with a heavy hand. His wives, especially the youngest, lived in
perpetual fear of his fiery temper, and so did his little children. Perhaps down in his heart
Okonkwo was not a cruel man. But his whole life was dominated by fear, the fear of failure and
of weakness. It was deeper and more intimate than the fear of evil and capricious gods and of
magic, the fear of the forest, and of the forces of nature, malevolent, red in tooth and claw.
Okonkwo's fear was greater than these. It was not external but lay deep within himself. It was
the fear of himself, lest he should be found to resemble his father.

And yet Achebe manages to make this cruel man deeply sympathetic. He is fond of his eldest daughter, and
also of Ikemefuna, a young boy sent from another village as compensation for the wrongful death of a young
woman from Umuofia. He even begins to feel pride in his eldest son, in whom he has too often seen his own
father. Unfortunately, a series of tragic events tests the mettle of this strong man, and it is his fear of
weakness that ultimately undoes him.

Achebe does not introduce the theme of colonialism until the last 50 pages or so. By then, Okonkwo has lost
everything and been driven into exile. And yet, within the traditions of his culture, he still has hope of
redemption. The arrival of missionaries in Umuofia, however, followed by representatives of the colonial
government, completely disrupts Ibo culture, and in the chasm between old ways and new, Okonkwo is lost
forever. Deceptively simple in its prose, Things Fall Apart packs a powerful punch as Achebe holds up the
ruin of one proud man to stand for the destruction of an entire culture. --Alix Wilber

From Library Journal
Peter Frances James offers a superb narration of Nigerian novelist Achebe's deceptively simple 1959
masterpiece. In direct, almost fable-like prose, it depicts the rise and fall of Okonkwo, a Nigerian whose
sense of manliness is more akin to that of his warrior ancestors than to that of his fellow clansmen who have
converted to Christianity and are appeasing the British administrators who infiltrate their village. The tough,
proud, hardworking Okonkwo is at once a quintessential old-order Nigerian and a universal character in
whom sons of all races have identified the figure of their father. Achebe creates a many-sided picture of
village life and a sympathetic hero. A good recording of this novel has been long overdue, and the unhurried
grace and quiet dignity of James's narration make it essential for every collection.?Peter Josyph, New York
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Praise for Chinua Achebe
 
“A magical writer—one of the greatest of the twentieth century.” —Margaret Atwood
 
“African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni
Morrison                                                                                                                                                                
                                                        
 
“Chinua Achebe is gloriously gifted with the magic of an ebullient, generous, great talent.” —Nadine
Gordimer
 
“Achebe’s influence should go on and on . . . teaching and reminding that all humankind is one.” —The
Nation
 
“The father of African literature in the English language and undoubtedly one of the most important writers
of the second half of the twentieth century.” —Caryl Phillips, The Observer
 
“We are indebted to Achebe for reminding us that art has social and moral dimension—a truth often
obscured.” —Chicago Tribune
 
“He is one of the few writers of our time who has touched us with a code of values that will never be ironic.”
—Michael Ondaatje
 
“For so many readers around the world, it is Chinua Achebe who opened up the magic casements of African
fiction.” —Kwame Anthony Appiah
 
“[Achebe] is one of world literature’s great humane voices.” —Times Literary Supplement
 
“Achebe is one of the most distinguished artists to emerge from the West African cultural renaissance of the
post-war world.” —The Sunday Times (London)
 
“[Achebe is] a powerful voice for cultural decolonization.” —The Village Voice
 
“Chinua Achebe has shown that a mind that observes clearly but feels deeply enough to afford laughter may
be more wise than all the politicians and journalists.” —Time
 
“The power and majesty of Chinua Achebe’s work has, literally, opened the world to generations of readers.
He is an ambassador of art, and a profound recorder of the human condition.” —Michael Dorris

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Things
Fall Apart? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?



Susan Rooks:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Things Fall
Apart book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Alberto Meyer:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Things Fall Apart book since this book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Samantha Green:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Things Fall Apart that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Things Fall Apart become your starter.
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