
50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The French
List)

By Antonin Artaud

50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The French List) By Antonin Artaud

A poet, philosopher, essayist, playwright, actor, and director, Antonin Artaud
was a visionary writer and a major influence within and beyond the French
avant-garde. A key text for understanding his thought and his appeal, 50
Drawings to Murder Magic is rooted in the nine years Artaud spent in mental
asylums, struggling with schizophrenia and the demonic, persecutory visions it
unleashed. Set down in a dozen exercise books written between 1946 and 1948,
these pieces trace Artaud’s struggle to escape a personal hell that extends far
beyond the walls of asylums and the dark magicians he believed ran them.

The first eleven notebooks are filled with fragments of writing and extraordinary
sketches: totemic figures, pierced bodies, and enigmatic machines, some
revealing the marks of a trembling hand, others carefully built up from firm,
forceful pencil strokes. The twelfth notebook, completed two months before
Artaud’s death in 1948, changes course: it’s an extraordinary text on the loss of
magic to the demonic—the piece that gives the book its title.

“Artaud matters,” wrote John Simon in the Saturday Review years ago. Nearly
seventy years after his death, that remains true—perhaps more than ever.
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A poet, philosopher, essayist, playwright, actor, and director, Antonin Artaud was a visionary writer and a
major influence within and beyond the French avant-garde. A key text for understanding his thought and his
appeal, 50 Drawings to Murder Magic is rooted in the nine years Artaud spent in mental asylums, struggling
with schizophrenia and the demonic, persecutory visions it unleashed. Set down in a dozen exercise books
written between 1946 and 1948, these pieces trace Artaud’s struggle to escape a personal hell that extends far
beyond the walls of asylums and the dark magicians he believed ran them.

The first eleven notebooks are filled with fragments of writing and extraordinary sketches: totemic figures,
pierced bodies, and enigmatic machines, some revealing the marks of a trembling hand, others carefully built
up from firm, forceful pencil strokes. The twelfth notebook, completed two months before Artaud’s death in
1948, changes course: it’s an extraordinary text on the loss of magic to the demonic—the piece that gives the
book its title.

“Artaud matters,” wrote John Simon in the Saturday Review years ago. Nearly seventy years after his death,
that remains true—perhaps more than ever.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A gloriously reproduced edition . . . . There is something in this text that speaks to the creative
process—especially to the degree to which so much of what the writer or artist commits to the page (or
canvass) extends from a place beyond conscious attention, to be received actively but without specific
intention.”
(Rough Ghosts)

About the Author

Antonin Artaud (1895–1948) was the author of many books, most famously of The Theater and Its Double.
Donald Nicholson-Smith is an English-born translator who lives in New York City. É?velyne Grossman is
a literary critic, editor, and professor of French literature. She has edited several volumes of Antonin
Artaud’s works in French.?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this 50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The
French List) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jennifer Pittman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love 50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The
French List), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Shelia Sepulveda:

50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The French List) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer



giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing 50 Drawings to Murder Magic
(The French List) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Nancy Stever:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book 50 Drawings to Murder Magic (The French List) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book 50 Drawings to Murder
Magic (The French List) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading which.
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