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On July 19, 2001, following a conviction for perjury, international bestselling
author Jeffrey Archer was sentenced to four years in prison. Prisoner FF8282, as
Archer is now known, spent the first three weeks in the notorious HMP
Belmarsh, a high-security prison in South London, home to murderers, terrorists
and some of Britain's most violent criminals.

On the last day of the trial, his mother dies, and the world's press accompany him
to the funeral. On returning to prison, he's placed on the lifer's wing, where a
cellmate sells his story to the tabloids. Prisoners and guards routinely line up
outside his cell to ask for his autograph, to write letters, and to seek advice on
their appeals.

For twenty-two days, Archer was locked in a cell with a murderer and a drug
baron. He decided to use that time to write an hour-by-hour diary, detailing the
worst three weeks of his life.

When A Prison Diary was published in England, it was condemned by the prison
authorities, and praised by the critics.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Convicted of perjury in 2001, Archer, a bestselling novelist (Sons of Fortune) and member of the British
House of Lords, penned this memoir about his first three weeks in prison, focusing on his daily life, the
prisoners' lives and the state of the British penal system. An old hand at plotting novels and developing
stories, Archer moves his memoir at a captivating pace, a credit to his storytelling skills considering the
book's characters are in their cells for 22 hours a day. Deftly using mundane hour logs, he relates the slow
passage of time without falling into the trap of recounting events minute by minute. Knowing that his story
as a wealthy, educated celebrity with high-powered attorneys pales in comparison, Archer focuses on the
sad, strange and even silly tales of his fellow inmates, a cast of hardened criminals and smalltime crooks.
Concentrating on others also serves to help Archer avoid extended fits of melodramatic and self-serving
prose (as when he compares himself to Oscar Wilde), which occur when he writes about his own case. But
balancing this small flaw with his humorous descriptions of prison food and listening to a cricket match that
seems as long as his four-year sentence adds a needed bit of humanity to this controversial politician. Of
course, some of Archer's observations and the inmates' tales can't be taken as gospel since Archer is a
convicted perjurer and his secondhand stories come from the mouths of murderers and other felons. But
those caveats do not override the strong narrative and good writing that make this memoir an intriguing and
engaging version of the often-trite prison journal.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Gruesome, touching, sharply written...the best thing Archer has written in years."

About the Author

Jeffrey Archer was educated at Oxford University. He has served five years in Britain's House of Commons
and fourteen years in the House of Lords. All of his novels and short story collections--including And
Thereby Hangs a Tale, Kane and Abel, Paths of Glory and False Impression--have been international
bestselling books. Archer is married with two sons and lives in London and Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Prison Diary is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Diego Mears:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. A Prison Diary can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Roberta Bourland:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Prison Diary which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Derek McCaleb:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular A Prison Diary can give you a lot of
friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let us have A Prison Diary.
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