
Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the
Alexander Tradition through Seven
Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri
(Mediaevalia Groningana New Series)

By Faustina Doufikar-Aerts

Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the Alexander Tradition through
Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia
Groningana New Series) By Faustina Doufikar-Aerts

The life and exploits of the Macedonian King Alexander the Great were recorded
and passed down in the legendary biography, known as the Alexander Romance
of Pseudo-Callisthenes. During the Middle Ages the Romance became extremely
popular, after its Greek original had been translated and elaborated in numerous
versions and vernaculars. Alexander's fame spread all over Europe, the Middle
East, Africa and Central and South East Asia. In this study the focus is on the
Arabic tradition. For the first time this field of research has now been explored in
all its details, resulting in a complete survey and classification of this rich
tradition. The book is written as a quest. It presents the process of tracing
manuscripts and texts, some of which were considered lost, others still unknown.
One of the major results is the discovery of manuscripts of the long sought for
Arabic translation of Pseudo-Callisthenes' Alexander Romance. By this find the
author proved the survival of this text, reconstructed its stemma and investigated
its character and provenance. Another merit of this study is the portrayal of
Alexander, as he occurs in all different genres of Arabic and Islamic literature. A
classification of the texts, a detailed analysis and many translated episodes offer
the reader a coherent view on this literature, that shows Alexander on time as a
pre-Islamic world conqueror, another as a seeker of Wisdom and even as a
religious messenger. Finally, there is a summary of an Arabic folk epic, Sirat al-
Iskandar, which demonstrates the complete incorporation of Alexander as the
protagonist of a specimen of Arab popular lore. This survey of the Arabic
Alexander tradition complies with a long felt need among scholars of Medieval
Studies, Islamic Studies, Comparative Literature, as well as among classicists,
historians, orientalists and anyone interested in the legacy of Alexander.
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The life and exploits of the Macedonian King Alexander the Great were recorded and passed down in the
legendary biography, known as the Alexander Romance of Pseudo-Callisthenes. During the Middle Ages the
Romance became extremely popular, after its Greek original had been translated and elaborated in numerous
versions and vernaculars. Alexander's fame spread all over Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Central and
South East Asia. In this study the focus is on the Arabic tradition. For the first time this field of research has
now been explored in all its details, resulting in a complete survey and classification of this rich tradition.
The book is written as a quest. It presents the process of tracing manuscripts and texts, some of which were
considered lost, others still unknown. One of the major results is the discovery of manuscripts of the long
sought for Arabic translation of Pseudo-Callisthenes' Alexander Romance. By this find the author proved the
survival of this text, reconstructed its stemma and investigated its character and provenance. Another merit
of this study is the portrayal of Alexander, as he occurs in all different genres of Arabic and Islamic
literature. A classification of the texts, a detailed analysis and many translated episodes offer the reader a
coherent view on this literature, that shows Alexander on time as a pre-Islamic world conqueror, another as a
seeker of Wisdom and even as a religious messenger. Finally, there is a summary of an Arabic folk epic,
Sirat al-Iskandar, which demonstrates the complete incorporation of Alexander as the protagonist of a
specimen of Arab popular lore. This survey of the Arabic Alexander tradition complies with a long felt need
among scholars of Medieval Studies, Islamic Studies, Comparative Literature, as well as among classicists,
historians, orientalists and anyone interested in the legacy of Alexander.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the
Alexander Tradition through Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia Groningana
New Series) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Kuehner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the Alexander Tradition
through Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia Groningana New Series) book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer connected with Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the Alexander Tradition through Seven
Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia Groningana New Series) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the Alexander
Tradition through Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia Groningana New Series)
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ruth Santiago:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A
Survey of the Alexander Tradition through Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia
Groningana New Series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
it is possible to pick Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A Survey of the Alexander Tradition through Seven
Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia Groningana New Series) become your starter.



Earnest Koontz:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Alexander Magnus Arabicus: A
Survey of the Alexander Tradition through Seven Centuries: from Pseudo-Callisthenes to Suri (Mediaevalia
Groningana New Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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