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Whether it is scooped up off the palette, deployed as propaganda, or opens the
doors of perception, color is central to art not only as an element but as an idea.
This unique anthology reflects on the aesthetic, cultural, and philosophical
meaning of color through the writings of artists and critics, placed within the
broader context of anthropology, film, philosophy, literature, and science. Those
who loathe color have had as much to say as those who love it. This chronology
of writings from Baudelaire to Baudrillard traces how artists have affirmed color
as a space of pure sensation, embraced it as a tool of revolution or denounced it
as decorative and even decadent. It establishes color as a central theme in the
story of modern and contemporary art and provides a fascinating handbook to the
definitions and debates around its history, meaning, and use.

Artists surveyed include: Joseph Albers, Mel Bochner, Daniel Buren, Carlos
Cruz-Diez, Robert Delaunay, Sonia Delaunay, Jimmie Durham, Helen
Frankenthaler, Paul Gauguin, Donald Judd, Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, Yves
Klein, Kazimir Malevich, Piero Manzoni, Henri Matisse, Henri Michaux, Beatriz
Milhazes, Piet Mondrian, Barnett Newman, Kenneth Noland, Hélio Oiticica, Paul
Signac, Ad Reinhardt, Gerhard Richter, Aleksandr Rodchenko, Bridget Riley,
Mark Rothko, Yinka Shonibare, Jessica Stockholder, Theo van Doesburg,
Vincent van Gogh, Victor Vasarely, Rachel Whiteread

Writers include:Theodor Adorno, Roland Barthes, Charles Baudelaire, Jean
Baudrillard, Walter Benjamin, Charles Blanc, Jacques Derrida, Thierry de Duve,
Umberto Eco, Victoria Finlay, Joris-Karl Huysmans, Johannes Itten, Julia
Kristeva, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Jacqueline Lichtenstein, Maurice Merleau-Ponty,
John Ruskin, Adrian Stokes, Ludwig Wittgenstein
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Editorial Review

Review

In this remarkably imaginative collection of texts and fragments, David Batchelor has mined modern culture
to extract deep seams of colour-thought. Like any great collection of things, it draws together the widest
range of sources from Melville to Matisse to Wittgenstein to Johnny Cash to completely transform the way
we think about how colour works in art and beyond.

(Briony Fer, Professor of History of Art, University College London)

About the Author

David Batchelor is an artist and writer who has exhibited widely in Europe and America. Senior Tutor in
Critical Theory in the Department of Curating Contemporary Art at the Royal College of Art, London, he is
a frequent contributor to such journals as Artforum and Frieze and the author of Minimalism and
Chromophobia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Colour (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art).

Joshua Orvis:

The book untitled Colour (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice go through.



Theresa Wilkins:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Colour (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) this guide consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Paul Delatorre:

This Colour (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) is fresh way for you who has attention to look
for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Colour (Whitechapel: Documents of
Contemporary Art) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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