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The rediscovery of Roman law and the emergence of classical canon law around
AD 1100 marked the beginnings of the civil law tradition in Europe. Between the
twelfth and eighteenth centuries, a highly sophisticated legal science of a truly
European dimension was developed. Since then the different European States
have developed their own national legal systems, but with the exception of
England and Ireland they are all heirs to this tradition of the ius commune. This
historical introduction to the civil law tradition, from its original Roman roots to
the present day, considers the political and cultural context of Europe's legal
history. Political, diplomatic and constitutional developments are discussed, and
the impacts of major cultural movements, such as scholasticism, humanism, the
Enlightenment and Romanticism, on law and jurisprudence are highlighted. This
contextual approach makes for a fascinating story, accessible to any reader
regardless of legal or historical background.
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The rediscovery of Roman law and the emergence of classical canon law around AD 1100 marked the
beginnings of the civil law tradition in Europe. Between the twelfth and eighteenth centuries, a highly
sophisticated legal science of a truly European dimension was developed. Since then the different European
States have developed their own national legal systems, but with the exception of England and Ireland they
are all heirs to this tradition of the ius commune. This historical introduction to the civil law tradition, from
its original Roman roots to the present day, considers the political and cultural context of Europe's legal
history. Political, diplomatic and constitutional developments are discussed, and the impacts of major
cultural movements, such as scholasticism, humanism, the Enlightenment and Romanticism, on law and
jurisprudence are highlighted. This contextual approach makes for a fascinating story, accessible to any
reader regardless of legal or historical background.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... Lesaffer has identified a key feature of the legal culture of each period and has structured his discussion
around it ... this new approach works well and Lesaffer has produced an interesting new perspective on the
established grand narrative of European legal history.' The Edinburgh Law Review

About the Author
Randall Lesaffer studied law as well as history at the Universities of Ghent and Leuven. He obtained his
LLD at the Catholic University of Leuven in 1998. He is currently Professor of Legal History at Tilburg
University and part-time Professor of International and European Legal History at the University of Leuven.
From 2008 to 2012 he was Dean of Tilburg Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

The book European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book European
Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective has simple shape however you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Frances Temple:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective provide you with new experience in
examining a book.

Dennis Ramirez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay



you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like European Legal History: A
Cultural and Political Perspective which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Samantha Smith:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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