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Hermeneutics is the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, a
behaviour that is intrinsic to our daily lives. As humans, we decipher the meaning
of newspaper articles, books, legal matters, religious texts, political speeches,
emails, and even dinner conversations every day . But how is knowledge
mediated through these forms? What constitutes the process of interpretation?
And how do we draw meaning from the world around us so that we might
understand our position in it?

In this Very Short Introduction Jens Zimmerman traces the history of
hermeneutic theory, setting out its key elements, and demonstrating how they can
be applied to a broad range of disciplines: theology; literature; law; and natural
and social sciences. Demonstrating the longstanding and wide-ranging necessity
of interpretation, Zimmerman reveals its signifiance in our current social and
political landscape.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
This very readable and much needed introduction breaks new ground in that it is the first to demonstrate,
with insight, wit and a trove of illuminating examples, the importance of hermeneutics in all fields of
knowledge. Jean Grondin, Universite de Montreal Zimmerman offers one of the best short introductions to
modern hermeneutics. The writing is at all times concise, clear and engaging. The author brilliantly evaluates
the riches of this major intellectual tradition as well as revealing its ongoing creative influence on
contemporary thought. Richard Kearney, Charles Seelig Professor at Boston College and author of
Anatheism and Carnal Hermeneutics. An excellent introduction to that most characteristic of human
activities, the attempt to understand. From the key figures in the development of the discipline to the
application of their ideas in various fields, the reader is shown what it means to think hermeneutically and
invited to do so as well. Fr. John Behr, Dean, St Vladimir's Seminary The Introduction clearly points to the
major issues involved in hermeneutics. Jens Zimmermann writes excellently for a wide audience and the
references to texting and to digital worlds gives it a contemporary feel. Graham Ward, Regius Professor of
Divinity, Christ Church Oxford, Director of Graduate Studies New York

About the Author

Jens Zimmermann is Professor of English and Canada Research Chair for Interpretation, Religion and
Culture at Trinity Western University, Canada. As well as speaking on the importance of hermeneutics and
religion to lay audiences and graduate students, he has published books on theological hermeneutics in both
English and German and has written articles on hermeneutics in academic journals. He is author of Politics
and the Religious Imagination (Routledge, 2010) and Humanism and Religion (OUP, 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Hermeneutics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joseph Gee:

The event that you get from Hermeneutics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is a more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Hermeneutics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book



also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Hermeneutics: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Jerry Gunnell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Hermeneutics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Andrew Leavens:

Hermeneutics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Hermeneutics: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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