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Marco Polo’s famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues
to be a subject of considerable controversy. One recent work on the subject
argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all, and other scholars have
pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marco’s writings,
including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous
description of the course of the Yellow River.

Haw re-examines Marco Polo’s writings. The main arguments against his
credibility have been negative, concentrating on things that it is argued he should
have seen and noted but did not. The most serious of these supposed omissions
are generally said to be his failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea,
foot-binding and the Great Wall of China. Yet Haw argues that what he does
mention is impressive and argues strongly for his veracity. This book clarifies
Marco Polo’s itineraries in China and proposes several new identifications of
places mentioned.

Relying extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Haw’s
wide knowledge of China, Marco Polo’s China presents a convincing argument
and concludes that his work is an accurate, important and useful source from an
extraordinary period of Chinese history.
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Marco Polo’s famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues to be a subject of
considerable controversy. One recent work on the subject argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all,
and other scholars have pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marco’s writings,
including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous description of the course of the
Yellow River.

Haw re-examines Marco Polo’s writings. The main arguments against his credibility have been negative,
concentrating on things that it is argued he should have seen and noted but did not. The most serious of these
supposed omissions are generally said to be his failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea, foot-
binding and the Great Wall of China. Yet Haw argues that what he does mention is impressive and argues
strongly for his veracity. This book clarifies Marco Polo’s itineraries in China and proposes several new
identifications of places mentioned.

Relying extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Haw’s wide knowledge of China,
Marco Polo’s China presents a convincing argument and concludes that his work is an accurate, important
and useful source from an extraordinary period of Chinese history.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Haw has produced an extremely valuable and ground-breaking work, which must surely now have settled
the controversy surrounding the historicity of Polo's visit to China.' - Peter Jackson, Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies, Volume 70 Number 2, 2007

About the Author

Stephen G Haw read Chinese at the University of Oxford and has an MA degree from the University of
London. He first visited China in 1980 and lived in the country for two years as a student and teacher at the
University of Shandong. He has since travelled extensively around the country. He is the author of numerous
articles and several books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Zola Campbell:

The experience that you get from Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan
(Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the
Early History of Asia) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early
History of Asia) instantly.

Noel Stevens:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of
Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia) can be fine book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.



Raul Miller:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan
(Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia).

Blanche Jackson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in
the Early History of Asia) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.
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