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In Strega Nona's village, the holiday season is a time of celebrations - and
nothing says celebration like a feast! All the kitchens are bustling from the Feast
of San Nicola, when the children choose the food, to the Feast of Epiphany, when
someone gets to be king or queen for the day. Even the animals share in the
holiday spirit, and when Big Anthony smells the delicious treats Strega Nona is
cooking for them, he decides that just a taste couldn't hurt, right? Wrong! Big
Anthony gets his just desserts, while Strega Nona surprises everyone with a
special gift.

Starring two of Tomie dePaola's best-loved characters, this funny story features
beautiful art, introduces young readers to Italian holiday traditions, and lands Big
Anthony in yet another silly predicament that will delight fans young and old.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The latest picture book in the popular, enduring series that began with Caldecott Honor Book Strega Nona
(1975) weaves Italian holiday traditions into a lively story about Big Anthony, a tall boy, and his
grandmother in their Italian village. From Christmas to the Feast of San Silvestro to the Epifanía—the Feast
of the Three Kings—his Big Anthony celebrates and feasts through December and January, and along the
way, he messes up. In one scene, for example, he gobbles up the delicious turnips that Strega Nona cooks for
the goat, so the goat gobbles Big Anthony’s blanket . . . . Kids will enjoy the mischief and the turnarounds,
shown with gentle humor in the joyful acrylic-and-watercolor pictures filled with food, singing, and dancing.
HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Strega Nona holds a key spot in the pantheon of classic children’s book
characters; expect instant and enduring demand. Grades K-2. --Hazel Rochman

Review
"Fans of Strega Nona and her bumbling helper will delight in this funny tale. . . . Infused with warm Italian
flavor and decorated with dePaola's signature charming illustrations, this is a holiday selection that readers
will savor." — School Library Journal

"Glowing watercolors in warm Mediterranean colors. . . . Community, piety, ritual, and food: Strega Nona
and Tomie dePaola know exactly what Christmas is all about." — The Horn Book

"A lively story. . . . Kids will enjoy the mischief and the turnarounds, shown with gentle humor in the joyful
acrylic-and-watercolor pictures filled with food, singing, and dancing." — Booklist

"DePaola delivers a hearty sampler of Italian holiday traditions and seasonal cuisine." — Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Tomie dePaola was born in Meriden, Connecticut, in 1934 to a family of Irish and Italian background. By the
time he could hold a pencil, he knew what his life's work would be. His determination to create books for
children led to a BFA from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York, and an MFA from the California College
of Arts & Crafts in Oakland, California.

It drove him through the years of teaching, designing greeting cards and stage sets, and painting church
murals until 1965, when he illustrated his first children's book, Sound, by Lisa Miller for Coward-McCann.
Eventually, freed of other obligations, he plunged full time into both writing and illustrating children's books.

He names Fra Angelico and Giotto, Georges Rouault, and Ben Shahn as major influences on his work, but he
soon found his own unique style. His particular way with color, line, detail, and design have earned him
many of the most prestigious awards in his field, among them a Caldecott Honor Award for Strega Nona, the
Smithsonian Medal from the Smithsonian Institution, the Kerlan Award from the University of Minnesota
for his "singular attainment in children's literature," the Catholic Library Association's Regina Medal for his
"continued distinguished contribution," and the University of Southern Mississippi Medallion. He was also
the 1990 United States nominee for the Hans Christian Andersen Medal for illustration.

Tomie dePaola has published almost 200 children's books in fifteen different countries. He remains one of
the most popular creators of books for children, receiving more than 100,000 fan letters each year.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Tomie lives in an interesting house in New Hampshire with his four dogs. His studio is in a large renovated
200-year-old barn.

- He has been published for over 30 years.
- Over 5 million copies of his books have sold worldwide.
- His books have been published in over 15 different countries.
- He receives nearly 100,000 fan letters each year.

Tomie dePaola has received virtually every significant recognition forhis books in the children's book world,
including:

- Caldecott Honor Award from American Library Association
- Newbery Honor Award from American Library Association
- Smithson Medal from Smithsonian Institution
- USA nominee in illustration for Hans Christian Andersen Medal
- Regina Medal from Catholic Library Association
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Strega Nona's Gift. All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dwight Ivers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Strega Nona's Gift.

Eliza Gold:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Strega Nona's Gift
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Kenneth Matson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is Strega Nona's Gift. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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