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 Octavius Valentine Catto was an orator who shared stages with Frederick
Douglass, a second baseman on Philadelphia’s best black baseball team, a
teacher at the city’s finest black school and an activist who fought in the state
capital and on the streets for equal rights. With his racially-charged murder, the
nation lost a civil rights pioneer—one who risked his life a century before Selma
and Birmingham. 

In Tasting Freedom Murray Dubin and Pulitzer Prize winner Dan Biddle
painstakingly chronicle the life of this charismatic black leader—a “free” black
whose freedom was in name only. Born in the American south, where slavery
permeated everyday life, he moved north where he joined the fight to be truly
free—free to vote, go to school, ride on streetcars, play baseball and even
participate in July 4th celebrations.   

Catto electrified a biracial audience in 1864 when he proclaimed, “There must
come a change,” calling on free men and women to act and educate the newly
freed slaves. With a group of other African Americans who called themselves a
“band of brothers,” they challenged one injustice after another. Tasting Freedom
presents the little-known stories of Catto and the men and women who struggled
to change America.
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 Octavius Valentine Catto was an orator who shared stages with Frederick Douglass, a second baseman on
Philadelphia’s best black baseball team, a teacher at the city’s finest black school and an activist who fought
in the state capital and on the streets for equal rights. With his racially-charged murder, the nation lost a civil
rights pioneer—one who risked his life a century before Selma and Birmingham. 

In Tasting Freedom Murray Dubin and Pulitzer Prize winner Dan Biddle painstakingly chronicle the life of
this charismatic black leader—a “free” black whose freedom was in name only. Born in the American south,
where slavery permeated everyday life, he moved north where he joined the fight to be truly free—free to
vote, go to school, ride on streetcars, play baseball and even participate in July 4th celebrations.   

Catto electrified a biracial audience in 1864 when he proclaimed, “There must come a change,” calling on
free men and women to act and educate the newly freed slaves. With a group of other African Americans
who called themselves a “band of brothers,” they challenged one injustice after another. Tasting Freedom
presents the little-known stories of Catto and the men and women who struggled to change America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Daniel Biddle and Murray Dubin have brought to life a leader of the Civil War-era struggle against slavery
and for equal rights for blacks. This dramatic book not only rescues the intrepid Octavius Catto from
obscurity but reminds us that this struggle—and the violent opposition to it—long predated the modern civil
rights era."—Eric Foner, DeWitt Clinton Professor of History, Columbia University

"[A] marvelous historical feast for lovers of Afro-American, Philadelphia, and American history alike.... The
book's particular magic is that it shows how real people, black and white, rich and poor, were tossed about
in the historical currents that flowed through Philadelphia.... One would have to search far and wide to find
a better-researched and more compellingly readable biography." 

—The Philadelphia Inquirer

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edgar Workman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Tasting Freedom:
Octavius Catto and the Battle for Equality in Civil War America? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Sandra Kelley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Tasting Freedom: Octavius
Catto and the Battle for Equality in Civil War America book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.



Selma Lang:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Tasting Freedom: Octavius Catto and the Battle
for Equality in Civil War America is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Audra Yoder:

Beside this Tasting Freedom: Octavius Catto and the Battle for Equality in Civil War America in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Tasting Freedom: Octavius Catto and the Battle for
Equality in Civil War America because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!
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