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P.I. Elvis Cole’s relationship with attorney Lucy Chenier is strained. Then the
unthinkable happens. While Lucy is away on business and her ten-year-old son
Ben is staying with Elvis, the boy vanishes without a trace. When the kidnappers
call, it’s not for ransom, but for a promise to punish Cole for past sins he claims
he didn’t commit. With the LAPD wrestling over the case, and the boy’s
estranged father attempting to take control of the investigation, Cole vows to find
Ben first. But Cole’s partner, Joe Pike, knows more about this case than he has
said. Pike lives in a world where dangerous men commit crimes beyond all
reckoning. Now, one of those men is alive and well in L.A.—and calling Elvis
Cole to war. . . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Don't start reading The Last Detective with much on your calendar. This tense, satisfying thriller will glue
you to your chair, as private eye Elvis Cole--the star of eight previous Robert Crais novels, prior to the Cole-
less Demolition Angel and Hostage--faces his toughest case: the abduction of his girlfriend's son, 10-year-old
Ben Chenier, who was staying with Elvis when he was snatched.

Panic at Ben's disappearance turns to terror when the kidnapper phones to reveal his apparent motive, a dark
secret from Elvis's past. But the plot thickens and twists, and then twists again, as Elvis and his longtime
buddy, tough guy Joe Pike, race the clock against a group of villains as sinister as they are capable. The
author mixes Elvis's first-person narration with third-person sections that describe other points of view--a
risky technique, but Crais makes it work. He also does a fine job resurrecting the wisecracking Elvis of
earlier books while imbuing him with a new depth and darkness.

This dazzlingly plotted, crisply told story is threaded with real detection (what a rarity!) and peopled by
characters you can't help but care about--including Carol Starkey, the haunted bomb-squad cop from
Demolition Angel, who's now a juvenile-abduction detective. Crais has long been getting better with each
book, and The Last Detective continues the pattern. --Nicholas H. Allison

From Publishers Weekly
After two bestselling stand-alone novels (Demolition Angel and Hostage), Crais has returned to his popular
Elvis Cole series with a thrilling action-adventure yarn. The private eye's eighth and last crusade against evil,
L.A. Requiem, explored the events, from childhood on, that turned his sidekick, Joe Pike, into a hardened
killing machine (albeit a moral one). Now it's Elvis's turn to be analyzed, as he tries to rescue his beloved
Lucy Chenier's son, Ben, whose kidnapping by ruthless mercenaries apparently was prompted by something
in the sleuth's past. With its relentless pacing, large cast, flashbacks to Elvis's unhappy youth and war
experiences and constant shifting from first- to third-person narration, the book poses significant problems
for an audio interpreter. Daniels, one of the format's prime performers, has given voice to Elvis and Joe
before, on the less complex Lullaby Town and Free Fall (both Brilliance titles). He takes the present
challenge in stride, using his own voice for the Elvis-narrated sections and an appropriate just-the-facts
approach to the straightforward sentences in the third person passages. Just as deftly, he distinguishes the
cultured Lucy from the rougher-edged policewoman Carole Starkey (the author's Demolition Angel in a
surprise cameo); finds an assortment of Louisiana accents for Lucy's ex-husband and his bayou crew; and,
most stirringly, treats Pike to a hardboiled whisper Clint Eastwood might mistake for his own. Crais is
notoriously protective of his Elvis novels, reputedly rejecting the wealth of Hollywood rather than trust
others with his creations. He's got nothing to worry about here.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Elvis is alive and wellDnot the singer but the detective, Elvis Cole, who has teamed up with Jack Pike in
eight of Crais's ten works. Pike got a workout in L.A. Requiem, so now it is Elvis's turn: dark secrets emerge
when his girlfriend's son disappears.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. The Last Detective can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free
time problems.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Last Detective which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Gregorio Leslie:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Last Detective we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Last Detective. You can more inviting than now.

Samuel Crader:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Last Detective to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication
The Last Detective can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of that time.
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