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James Joll's study is not simply another narrative, retracing the powder trail that
was finally ignited at Sarajevo. It is an ambitious and wide-ranging analysis of
the historical forces at work in the Europe of 1914, and the very different ways in
which historians have subsequently attempted to understand them. The
importance of the theme, the breadth and sympathy of James Joll's scholarship,
and the clarity of his exposition, have all contributed to the spectacular success of
the book since its first appearance in 1984.

Revised by Gordon Martel, this new 3rd edition accommodates recent research
and an expanded further reading section.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Gordon Martel has done the impossible: he has made James Joll’s The Origins of the First World War once
more the premier study on why war came in 1914…Martel has not simply updated Joll’s contribution but
enhanced and improved it… A triumph of both scholarship and editorial talent; James Joll would have been
pleased.’

Samuel R. Williamson Jr., University of the South.

‘Probably the best comprehensive history of the origins of World War I available in the English language…
Gordon Martel’s [revision] will make certain that the book's deep insights will continue to captivate and
inspire future generations of students and others interested in…the Great War.’

Volker Berghahn, ColumbiaUniversity.

Of the Second Edition:

'This succinct and, above all, admirably clear volume...will be essential reading for all students of the
subject… It is written with lightness of touch and an eye for the telling anecdote that will commend it to the
general reader too.' 

British Book News

‘...this scholarly, comprehensive and subtle analysis should be made compulsory reading for all students of
the period and, most of all, for the decision-makers of today.’

John F V Keiger, History
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'This succinct and, above all, admirably clear volume...will be essential reading for all students of the
subject… It is written with lightness of touch and an eye for the telling anecdote that will commend it to the
general reader too.' 

British Book News

‘...this scholarly, comprehensive and subtle analysis should be made compulsory reading for all students of
the period and, most of all, for the decision-makers of today.’
John F V Keiger, History
 

James Joll was one of the 20th century’s most eminent historians of international history. In this now classic
text he produced a careful, clear and concise evaluation of the multitude of explanations that had been
advanced to explain the causes of one of the most significant events in modern history.

 

In this new edition Gordon Martel has seamlessly weaved into the original text the enormous amount of new
research on the subject that has been conducted by historians over the past twenty years. New arguments and
the new debates that this research have generated have been integrated, and the bibliography expanded and
updated.

 

The Origins of the First World War is an ambitious and wide-ranging analysis of the historical forces at work
in the Europeof 1914, and the very different ways in which historians have subsequently attempted to
understand them.

 

The late James Joll was Emeritus Professor of the University of London and a Fellow of the British
Academy.

Gordon Martel is Professor of History at the University of Northern British Columbia. He is a leading
historian of war and empire in the modern world.

 

About the Author

The late James Joll was Emeritus Professor of the University of London and a Fellow of the British
Academy.

Gordon Martel is Professor of History at the University of Northern British Columbia. He is a leading
historian of war and empire in the modern world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Berneice Ritzman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The Origins of the First World War has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book The Origins of the First World War is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book The Origins of the First World War. You never experience lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Kenneth Roberts:

This The Origins of the First World War are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Origins of the First World War can be one of several great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Origins of the First World
War giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mark Clark:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Origins of the First World War your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get previous to. The The Origins of the First World War giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Raymond Guajardo:

This The Origins of the First World War is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Origins of the First World
War can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
also knowledge.
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