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Roughly 54 million people with disabilities live in the U.S., and there are many
more millions of people with disabilities around the world. Not surprisingly,
differences among people with disabilities are often as notable as differences
between people with and without disabilities. And, while the lack of
homogeneity among people with disabilities makes creating a valid taxonomy
under this term difficult if not impossible, there is commonality among people
with disabilities that justifies an authoritative resource on positive psychology
and disability; that is, they have experienced discrimination and marginalization
as a function of their disability.

This volume assembles chapters by leading scholars in disability and positive
psychology to provide a comprehensive synthesis of the state of the field.
Chapters are organized into thematic sections, beginning with an introductory
section on overarching themes in positive psychology and disability. The second
section highlights the application of positive psychological constructs to
disability. These constructs includes quality of life, self-determination, adaptive
behavior, optimism, hope, problem solving, forgiveness, gratitude, and
spirituality. The following section addresses systemic issues in disability that
impact on positive psychology, again turning to disciplines beyond psychology
(special education, rehabilitation sciences, and family and disability policy) to
address areas in which positive psychology can be applied. A fourth section
examines positive psychology in populations with specific disabilities, including
physical disabilities, cognitive and developmental disabilities, severe multiple
disabilities, emotional and behavioral disabilities, and autism spectrum disorders.

Disability has always been associated with "differentness" and, consequently,
people with disabilities have throughout time been treated as such. As the first
handbook to consider disability from a strengths-based perspective, this volume
provides a catalyst to accelerate the application of positive psychology to how
disability is understood.
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Roughly 54 million people with disabilities live in the U.S., and there are many more millions of people with
disabilities around the world. Not surprisingly, differences among people with disabilities are often as
notable as differences between people with and without disabilities. And, while the lack of homogeneity
among people with disabilities makes creating a valid taxonomy under this term difficult if not impossible,
there is commonality among people with disabilities that justifies an authoritative resource on positive
psychology and disability; that is, they have experienced discrimination and marginalization as a function of
their disability.

This volume assembles chapters by leading scholars in disability and positive psychology to provide a
comprehensive synthesis of the state of the field. Chapters are organized into thematic sections, beginning
with an introductory section on overarching themes in positive psychology and disability. The second section
highlights the application of positive psychological constructs to disability. These constructs includes quality
of life, self-determination, adaptive behavior, optimism, hope, problem solving, forgiveness, gratitude, and
spirituality. The following section addresses systemic issues in disability that impact on positive psychology,
again turning to disciplines beyond psychology (special education, rehabilitation sciences, and family and
disability policy) to address areas in which positive psychology can be applied. A fourth section examines
positive psychology in populations with specific disabilities, including physical disabilities, cognitive and
developmental disabilities, severe multiple disabilities, emotional and behavioral disabilities, and autism
spectrum disorders.

Disability has always been associated with "differentness" and, consequently, people with disabilities have
throughout time been treated as such. As the first handbook to consider disability from a strengths-based
perspective, this volume provides a catalyst to accelerate the application of positive psychology to how
disability is understood.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Using positive psychology as a basis, this book explores disabilities in terms of strengths and discusses how
to provide support to disabled individuals to help them increase their quality of life. This book covers the
topic of the integration of positive psychology and disability quite well.
The importance of seeing disability in terms of strengths and not simply limitations cannot be
underestimated. This is a refreshing look at how to assist the disabled in reaching their goals."

--Gary B Kaniuk, Psy.D., Doody's Health Sciences Book Review

"The Oxford Handbook of Positive Psychology and Disability, edited by Michael Wehmeyer, provides an
in-depth exploration of research on people with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. [... T]his
collection of original research benefits from the credibility of authorities in the
fields of disability and positive psychology. [...] The Oxford Handbook of Positive Psychology and
Disability is a valuable addition to the library of any professional or student interested in increasing overall
cultural competence in working with individuals with disabilities. It challenges
professionals to embrace their responsibility to advocate for and with people with disabilities in recognition
that basic provision of rights is meaningless if individuals cannot access the freedoms and opportunities that
these rights are intended to afford."

--Kara Ayers and Stephanie Weber, PsycCRITIQUES

About the Author

Michael L. Wehmeyer, Ph.D., is Professor in the Department of Special Education, University of Kansas;
Director of the Kansas University Center on Developmental Disabilities; and Senior Scientist at the Beach
Center on Disability, University of Kansas. His research and intervention efforts focus on promoting the
self-determination of children, youth, and adults with and without disabilities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcus Laws:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need that The Oxford Handbook of Positive Psychology and Disability
(Oxford Library of Psychology) to read.



Geneva Milbourn:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Oxford Handbook of Positive
Psychology and Disability (Oxford Library of Psychology) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Tracy Rojas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Oxford Handbook of
Positive Psychology and Disability (Oxford Library of Psychology).

Karen Lambert:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Oxford Handbook of Positive Psychology and
Disability (Oxford Library of Psychology) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Oxford Handbook of Positive Psychology and
Disability (Oxford Library of Psychology) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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