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The New York Times bestselling author of 1421 offers another
stunning reappraisal of history, presenting compelling new
evidence that traces the roots of the European Renaissance to
Chinese exploration in the fifteenth century

The brilliance of the Renaissance laid the foundation of the modern world.
Textbooks tell us that it came about as a result of a rediscovery of the ideas and
ideals of classical Greece and Rome. But now bestselling historian Gavin
Menzies makes the startling argument that in the year 1434, China—then the
world's most technologically advanced civilization—provided the spark that set
the European Renaissance ablaze. From that date onward, Europeans embraced
Chinese intellectual ideas, discoveries, and inventions, all of which form the
basis of western civilization today.

Florence and Venice of the early fifteenth century were hubs of world trade,
attracting traders from across the globe. Based on years of research, this
marvelous history argues that a Chinese fleet—official ambassadors of the
emperor—arrived in Tuscany in 1434, where they were received by Pope
Eugenius IV in Florence. The delegation presented the influential pope with a
wealth of Chinese learning from a diverse range of fields: art, geography
(including world maps that were passed on to Christopher Columbus and
Ferdinand Magellan), astronomy, mathematics, printing, architecture, steel
manufacturing, military weaponry, and more. This vast treasure trove of
knowledge spread across Europe, igniting the legendary inventiveness of the
Renaissance, including the work of such geniuses as da Vinci, Copernicus,
Galileo, and more.

In 1434, Gavin Menzies combines this long-overdue historical reexamination
with the excitement of an investigative adventure. He brings the reader aboard
the remarkable Chinese fleet as it sails from China to Cairo and Florence, and
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then back across the world. Erudite and brilliantly reasoned, 1434 will change the
way we see ourselves, our history, and our world.
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The New York Times bestselling author of 1421 offers another stunning reappraisal of history,
presenting compelling new evidence that traces the roots of the European Renaissance to
Chinese exploration in the fifteenth century

The brilliance of the Renaissance laid the foundation of the modern world. Textbooks tell us that it came
about as a result of a rediscovery of the ideas and ideals of classical Greece and Rome. But now bestselling
historian Gavin Menzies makes the startling argument that in the year 1434, China—then the world's most
technologically advanced civilization—provided the spark that set the European Renaissance ablaze. From
that date onward, Europeans embraced Chinese intellectual ideas, discoveries, and inventions, all of which
form the basis of western civilization today.

Florence and Venice of the early fifteenth century were hubs of world trade, attracting traders from across
the globe. Based on years of research, this marvelous history argues that a Chinese fleet—official
ambassadors of the emperor—arrived in Tuscany in 1434, where they were received by Pope Eugenius IV in
Florence. The delegation presented the influential pope with a wealth of Chinese learning from a diverse
range of fields: art, geography (including world maps that were passed on to Christopher Columbus and
Ferdinand Magellan), astronomy, mathematics, printing, architecture, steel manufacturing, military
weaponry, and more. This vast treasure trove of knowledge spread across Europe, igniting the legendary
inventiveness of the Renaissance, including the work of such geniuses as da Vinci, Copernicus, Galileo, and
more.

In 1434, Gavin Menzies combines this long-overdue historical reexamination with the excitement of an
investigative adventure. He brings the reader aboard the remarkable Chinese fleet as it sails from China to
Cairo and Florence, and then back across the world. Erudite and brilliantly reasoned, 1434 will change the
way we see ourselves, our history, and our world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In Menzies's 1421, the amateur historian advanced a highly controversial hypothesis, that the Chinese
discovered America; in this follow-up, he credits the Renaissance not to classical Greek and Roman ideals (a
"Eurocentric view of history") but again to the Chinese. His thesis in both works is based on the seven
(historically undisputed) voyages undertaken by a large Chinese sailing fleet between 1405 and 1433; while
it is known that they traveled as far as east Africa, Menzies believes that they landed in Italy and sent a
delegation to the Council of Venice, held in Florence in 1439. There, they provided the knowledge and
technique-introducing the painter Alberti, for instance, to the methods of perspective drawing-that sparked
the Renaissance. Menzies sets the stage by recapitulating arguments from his first book, including the
ingenious method for calculating longitude that Chinese navigators may have used. Though Menzies writes
engagingly, his assumption that the Chinese fleet landed a delegation in Florence is highly speculative, and
hardly substantiated by any facts (Alberti could just have easily learned perspective from classical sources;
the Greeks knew about the relationship between perception of length and distance in the 1st Century BCE).
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In his earlier book, 1421: The Year China Discovered America (2002), Menzies, a former British Royal
Navy submarine commander, asserted that a mighty Chinese fleet commanded by the eunuch Zheng visited
North America. The book generated considerable interest and a cult following among laymen, but
professional historians in both China and the West largely dismissed his claims. Now Menzies, still the
provocateur, insists that a Chinese fleet visited Italy and imparted the wisdom of the highly advanced
Chinese civilization, thus sparking the explosion of scientific inquiry and creativity during the Renaissance.
As scholarly history, this work is weak. Menzies takes fragmentary evidence and blows it up into “without a
doubt” conclusions. Still, as a combination of nautical tall tale and historical speculation, this is a fun book.
Menzies knows how to spin a yarn and does so in the manner of a good detective story. This isn’t serious
history, but many will find it an enjoyable read. --Jay Freeman

Review
'Menzies has come up with something entirely new...it is a startling claim.' Guardian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy
and Ignited the Renaissance (P.S.). Try to make book 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to
Italy and Ignited the Renaissance (P.S.) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let
me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.
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Eric Baur:

The book 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance (P.S.) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make studying a book 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the
Renaissance (P.S.) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the
Renaissance (P.S.). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Andrea Quirk:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name 1434: The Year a
Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance (P.S.) suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese
Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance (P.S.)is one of several books which everyone read now.
That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Stephen Morgan:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually 1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the
Renaissance (P.S.).
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