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We are a weird species. Like other species, we have a culture. But by comparison
with other species, we are strangely unstable: human cultures self-transform,
diverge, and multiply with bewildering speed. They vary, radically and rapidly,
from time to time and place to place. And the way we live -- our manners,
morals, habits, experiences, relationships, technology, values -- seems to be
changing at an ever accelerating pace. The effects can be dislocating, baffling,
sometimes terrifying. Why is this?

In A Foot in the River, best-selling historian Felipe Fernandez-Armesto sifts
through the evidence and offers some radical answers to these very big questions
about the human species and its history -- and speculates on what these answers
might mean for our future. Combining insights from a huge range of disciplines,
including history, biology, anthropology, archaeology, philosophy, sociology,
ethology, zoology, primatology, psychology, linguistics, the cognitive sciences,
and even business studies, he argues that culture is exempt from evolution.
Ultimately, no environmental conditions, no genetic legacy, no predictable
patterns, no scientific laws determine our behaviour. We can consequently make
and remake our world in the freedom of unconstrained imaginations.

A revolutionary book which challenges scientistic assumptions about culture and
how and why cultural change happens, A Foot in the River comes to conclusions
which readers may well find by turns both daunting and also potentially hugely
liberating.
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In A Foot in the River, best-selling historian Felipe Fernandez-Armesto sifts through the evidence and offers
some radical answers to these very big questions about the human species and its history -- and speculates on
what these answers might mean for our future. Combining insights from a huge range of disciplines,
including history, biology, anthropology, archaeology, philosophy, sociology, ethology, zoology,
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is exempt from evolution. Ultimately, no environmental conditions, no genetic legacy, no predictable
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freedom of unconstrained imaginations.

A revolutionary book which challenges scientistic assumptions about culture and how and why cultural
change happens, A Foot in the River comes to conclusions which readers may well find by turns both
daunting and also potentially hugely liberating.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A mix of wide and deep learning and rigorous argument, beautifully written ... [a] delightful and
indispensable book." --John Gray, Literary Review

"Full of important insights into change and human history ... a powerful counter blast to those contemporary
thinkers who think that evolution can explain just about everything." --Paul Richardson, Church of England
Newspaper

About the Author

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto is the William P. Reynolds Professor of Arts and Letters at the University of
Notre Dame. His work has been recognized as pioneering across a very wide range of fields, including global
history, environmental history, colonial history, maritime history, religious history, art history, the history of
ideas, Mediterranean history, Spanish history, American history, the history of cartography, and the history
of language. He has published numerous best-selling history books, including Civilizations (Macmillan,
2000), Millennium (Bantam, 1995), 1492: The Year Our World Began (Bloomsbury, 2010) , and
Pathfinders: A Global History of Exploration (2006), also published by Oxford University Press, which was
awarded the World History Association Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

This A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of Evolution book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read
a lot of information you will get. This specific A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits
of Evolution without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of
Evolution can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and
the Limits of Evolution having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Stephen Hilton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this A Foot
in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of Evolution.

Lupe Ware:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of
Evolution why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Evelyn Wiley:

This A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of Evolution is new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A Foot in the River:
Why Our Lives Change -- and the Limits of Evolution can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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