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Algeria's democratic experiment is seminal in post-Cold War history. The first
Muslim nation to attempt the transition from an authoritarian system to
democratic pluralism, this North African country became a test case for reform in
Africa, the Arab world and beyond. Yet when the country looked certain to
become the world's first elected Islamic republic, there was a military coup and
the democratic process was brought sharply to a halt. Islamists declared jihad on
the state and hundreds of thousands of civilians were killed in the ensuing decade
of state repression.

Le Sueur shows that Algeria is at the very heart of contemporary debates about
Islam and secular democracy, arguing that the stability of Algeria is crucial for
the security of the wider Middle East. Algeria Since 1989 is a lively and essential
examination of how the fate of one country is entwined with much greater global
issues.
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Algeria's democratic experiment is seminal in post-Cold War history. The first Muslim nation to attempt the
transition from an authoritarian system to democratic pluralism, this North African country became a test
case for reform in Africa, the Arab world and beyond. Yet when the country looked certain to become the
world's first elected Islamic republic, there was a military coup and the democratic process was brought
sharply to a halt. Islamists declared jihad on the state and hundreds of thousands of civilians were killed in
the ensuing decade of state repression.

Le Sueur shows that Algeria is at the very heart of contemporary debates about Islam and secular democracy,
arguing that the stability of Algeria is crucial for the security of the wider Middle East. Algeria Since 1989 is
a lively and essential examination of how the fate of one country is entwined with much greater global
issues.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Modern Algerian history has long been filled with intense moments of suffering and tragedy alternating
with great expectations for a progressive and prosperous future. Such was its trajectory in the late 1980s
when the country was on the verge of transitioning from authoritarianism to democracy only to be short-
circuited by a military coup that drove state and society into a bloody tailspin from which it has barely
emerged. Le Sueur's study is the most historically comprehensive, analytically insightful, and intellectually
honest account of Algeria's dramatic and tumultuous last two decades available in any language. That it is
written in crisp and accessible prose makes it valuable to both specialists and general audiences alike. Based
on many years of close study of the country, the author unveils the many contradictions, complexities, and
conflicts that continue to plague North Africa's most important political actor whose fate has implications for
the Mediterranean region and beyond." -- John P. Entelis, Fordham University

"James Le Sueur provides a striking portrait of Algeria in the 1990s that is truly remarkable for presenting a
fair and balanced analysis of an extremely controversial history. While Le Sueur's account provides a full
account of Algerian developments, it places these experiences within broader global contexts, making this
book distinctively valuable for policy makers as well as the broader public." -- John Voll, Georgetown
University

"Le Sueur makes an extremely valuable contribution to our understanding of contemporary Algerian history
… placing this history into a broader geopolitical and sociological perspective, including the failure of
democratic liberalism and the rise of political Islam and Islamic radicalism" -- John Ruedy, Georgetown
University

About the Author

James D. Le Sueur is Associate Professor of History at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and has been a
Senior Associate Member of the Middle East Centre at St Antony's College, Oxford.  He is an internationally
recognized expert on Algeria and political Islam, French history and decolonization.  He is currently
producing a documentary film on the Algerian civil war.  His books include Uncivil War: Intellectuals and
Identity Politics during the Decolonization of Algeria (2005) and The Decolonization Reader (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Algeria Since 1989:
Between Terror and Democracy (Global History of the Present)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.



Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Brian Wallace:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Algeria Since 1989: Between Terror and
Democracy (Global History of the Present) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Martha Howell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is definitely Algeria Since 1989: Between Terror and Democracy (Global
History of the Present).

Joseph Franson:

Beside this specific Algeria Since 1989: Between Terror and Democracy (Global History of the Present) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Algeria Since 1989: Between Terror and Democracy
(Global History of the Present) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!
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