
Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel

By Ildefonso Falcones

Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel By Ildefonso Falcones

The “riveting”(The Washington Post) #1 international bestseller—now in
paperback in the U.S.

In the tradition of Ken Follett’s The Pillars of the Earth, here is a thrilling
historical novel of friendship and revenge, plague and hope, love and war, set in
the golden age of 14th-century Barcelona. Arnau Estanyol arrives in Barcelona
and joins the powerful guild of stone-workers building the magnificent cathedral
of Santa Maria del Mar, while his adoptive brother Joan studies to become a
priest. As Arnau prospers, he secretly falls in love with a forbidden woman.
When he is betrayed and hauled before the Inquisitor, he finds himself face-to-
face with his own brother. Will he lose his life just as his beloved cathedral is
finally completed, or will his brother spare him?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Medieval Spain's caste system can't keep a good man down in this absorbing epic, a Spanish-language
bestseller. Arnau Estanyol, son of a fugitive peasant, starts out in 14th-century Barcelona as a lowly porter
who carries stone blocks to a cathedral construction site and ends up a rich moneylender who saves the city
from pillaging and frees the serfs of a barony he acquires by marriage. Alas, his dizzying social assent and
defiance of the feudal order provoke enraged aristocrats—his status-obsessed wife included—into siccing the
Inquisition on him. Arnau is a kindhearted, somewhat passive figure who combines piety, industry and
cosmopolitanism to challenge a corrupt, dogmatic church and a parasitic nobility. The plot features thwarted
romance, war, plague, immolations and self-immolations, set in a Machiavellian world ruled by privilege,
cronyism and brute force. The melodrama is sometimes laid on thick, but Falcones's rich portrait of medieval
society is fascinating. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
aWith "Cathedral of the Sea," Ildefonso Falcones dethrones Eduardo Mendoza and Arturo Perez Reverte . . .
and has become Spainas new Dan Brown.a
a"El Mundo"

aBelievable and enthralling...so beautifully structured that the last sixty pages detonate like a string of
firecrackers.a
a"The Washington Post"
aAn absorbing epic...Falconesas rich portrait of medieval society is fascinating.a
a"Publishers Weekly"

?Believable and enthralling...so beautifully structured that the last sixty pages detonate like a string of
firecrackers.?
?"The Washington Post"

?An absorbing epic...Falcones's rich portrait of medieval society is fascinating.?
?"Publishers Weekly"

About the Author
Ildefonso Falcones is a well-known attorney who lives Barcelona. He found fame when his novel Il Catedral
del Mar sold over a million copies and has been #1 on the Spanish bestseller lists for ten months. In Spain,
he is often compared to Ken Follett and his book had drawn numerous comparisons to Follett’s masterpiece
The Pillars of the Earth. Falcones has also been called “the new Dan Brown” by El Mundo. Now, Dutton
brings this giant international bestseller to an American audience.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Elizabeth Rodrigues:

The book Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel? A number of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Arredondo:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel book is readable simply by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Cathedral of the Sea:
A Novel content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Larry Valadez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Cathedral of the Sea: A
Novel.

Daniel Caudle:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Cathedral of the Sea: A Novel.
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