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The worldwide financial crisis has sent shock-waves of accelerated economic
restructuring, regulatory reorganization and sociopolitical conflict through cities
around the world. It has also given new impetus to the struggles of urban social
movements emphasizing the injustice, destructiveness and unsustainability of
capitalist forms of urbanization. This book contributes analyses intended to be
useful for efforts to roll back contemporary profit-based forms of urbanization,
and to promote alternative, radically democratic and sustainable forms of
urbanism.

The contributors provide cutting-edge analyses of contemporary urban
restructuring, including the issues of neoliberalization, gentrification,
colonization, "creative" cities, architecture and political power, sub-prime
mortgage foreclosures and the ongoing struggles of "right to the city"
movements. At the same time, the book explores the diverse interpretive
frameworks – critical and otherwise – that are currently being used in academic
discourse, in political struggles, and in everyday life to decipher contemporary
urban transformations and contestations. The slogan, "cities for people, not for
profit," sets into stark relief what the contributors view as a central political
question involved in efforts, at once theoretical and practical, to address the
global urban crises of our time.

Drawing upon European and North American scholarship in sociology, politics,
geography, urban planning and urban design, the book provides useful insights
and perspectives for citizens, activists and intellectuals interested in exploring
alternatives to contemporary forms of capitalist urbanization.
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The worldwide financial crisis has sent shock-waves of accelerated economic restructuring, regulatory
reorganization and sociopolitical conflict through cities around the world. It has also given new impetus to
the struggles of urban social movements emphasizing the injustice, destructiveness and unsustainability of
capitalist forms of urbanization. This book contributes analyses intended to be useful for efforts to roll back
contemporary profit-based forms of urbanization, and to promote alternative, radically democratic and
sustainable forms of urbanism.

The contributors provide cutting-edge analyses of contemporary urban restructuring, including the issues of
neoliberalization, gentrification, colonization, "creative" cities, architecture and political power, sub-prime
mortgage foreclosures and the ongoing struggles of "right to the city" movements. At the same time, the
book explores the diverse interpretive frameworks – critical and otherwise – that are currently being used in
academic discourse, in political struggles, and in everyday life to decipher contemporary urban
transformations and contestations. The slogan, "cities for people, not for profit," sets into stark relief what
the contributors view as a central political question involved in efforts, at once theoretical and practical, to
address the global urban crises of our time.

Drawing upon European and North American scholarship in sociology, politics, geography, urban planning
and urban design, the book provides useful insights and perspectives for citizens, activists and intellectuals
interested in exploring alternatives to contemporary forms of capitalist urbanization.
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Editorial Review

Review

"From some of the most important urban scholars of our time comes a book that confronts the central
political question of our time: can cities be for people? Written against the backdrop of both the global
financial crisis and intensifying social movements, this collection of essays is a wonderful example of
why critical theory matters for social change." - Ananya Roy, Professor of City & Regional Planning and
Co-Director, Global Metropolitan Studies, University of California, Berkeley, USA

'The contributors provide analyses of contemporary urban restructuring, including the issues of
neoliberalization, gentrification, colonization, "creative" cities, architecture and political power,
subprime mortgage foreclosures and the ongoing struggles of "right to the city" movements. The book
also explores the diverse interpretive frameworks – critical and otherwise – that are currently being
used in academic discourse, in political struggles, and in everyday life to decipher contemporary urban
transformations and contestations.' - Lonaard Magazine, Issue 12, Vol. 2, November 2012

"Cities for people, not for profits came out at a time when such an edition was needed for critical urban
theory. The chapters provide a holistic approach discussing both, theory and practise, looking at it on
a global scale, putting emphasis on the housing market where injustice is most evident and providing
an outlook on what is needed for overcoming the recent (urban) crises. The book is highly
recommended to those seeking to get started with critical urban theory, looking for an adequate
update on theories formulated in the 1970s and wanting to know how desirable social urbanization
could be reached. Cities for people, not for profit is a book coming out just at the right time."? Johannes
Riegler, Austrian Institute of Technology

About the Author

Neil Brenner is Professor of Urban Theory at the Graduate School of Design, Harvard University. He
formerly served as Professor of Sociology and Metropolitan Studies at New York University. He is the
author of New State Spaces: Urban Governance and the Rescaling of Statehood (Oxford University Press,
2004); co-editor of Spaces of Neoliberalism (with Nik Theodore; Blackwell, 2002); and co-editor of The
Global Cities Reader (with Roger Keil; Routledge, 2006). His research interests include critical urban
theory, sociospatial theory, state theory and comparative geopolitical economy.

Peter Marcuse, a planner and lawyer, is Professor Emeritus of Urban Planning at Columbia University. He
is the co-editor of Globalizing Cities (Blackwell, 2000) as well as of States and Cities: The Partitioning of
Urban Space (Oxford University Press, 2002) and Searching for the Just City (Routledge, 2009). His fields
of research include city planning, housing, homelessness, the use of public space, the right to the city, social
justice in the city, globalization, urban history, the relation between cultural activities and urban
development, and, most recently, solutions to the mortgage foreclosure crisis. He is beginning work on a
book on critical planning, and a companion volume including analytic cases culled from past writings.

Margit Mayer teaches comparative and North American politics at the Freie Universität Berlin. Her



research focuses on comparative politics, urban and social politics, and social movements. She has published
on various aspects of contemporary urban politics, urban theory, and (welfare) state restructuring, much of it
in comparative perspective. She is co-editor of Politics in European Cities (with Hubert Heinelt; Birkhäuser,
1993), Urban Movements in a Globalising World (with Pierre Hamel and Henri Lustiger-Thaler; Routledge,
2000) and Neoliberal Urbanism and its Contestations – Crossing Theoretical Boundaries (with Jenny
Künkel; Palgrave, 2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Here thing why this Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to the City are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban
Theory and the Right to the City giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no guide that similar with Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and
the Right to the City. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory
and the Right to the City in e-book can be your choice.

Misty Barrientos:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the
Right to the City book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to
the City content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Cities for People, Not for
Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to the City is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kevin Serna:

Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to the City can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to the City
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.



David Black:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical
Urban Theory and the Right to the City or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the Right to
the City to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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