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Sexual desire, and the possible dangers associated with its more extreme
manifestations, provokes strong, albeit often contradictory reactions. Such
reactions are a well-known stimulant of creative, juridical and scholarly activity,
and the texts of law, literature and academic criticism respond to it in ways that
suggest both of revulsion and fascination. But how are we to understand such
responses, and what can they tell us about the relationship between law and
its‘others’? Exploring these questions in the context of HIV transmission, on-
street sexual exploitation and erotic asphyxiation, this book draws on
psychoanalytic theory in order to understand the motivations behind legal,
literary and cultural constructions of sexual offences, their perpetrators and
victims. Its analysis of these constructions in a diverse range of sources -
including appeal judgments in England & Wales and North America, criminal
trials and their reporting, visual and linguistic cultures and both modern and
‘classical’ literature – will be of great interest to legal theorists and socio-legal
scholars, as well as those with relevant concerns in the fields of literature and
cultural studies.
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about the relationship between law and its‘others’? Exploring these questions in the context of HIV
transmission, on-street sexual exploitation and erotic asphyxiation, this book draws on psychoanalytic theory
in order to understand the motivations behind legal, literary and cultural constructions of sexual offences,
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Editorial Review

Review
David Gurnham challenges the privileged nature of law's discourse in his interesting new book. He proposes
to treat "the law as a patient and its texts manifest content of dream", thereby bringing, through analysis,
"those concealed ideas eventually to the surface, to give themselves up as a train of thought leading back to
an otherwise hidden source". - Terri Apter, Newnham College.(2014)

About the Author
David Gurnham is currently a Reader in Law at the University of Southampton. Research interests are
criminal law, law and literature, healthcare law and legal theory. Recent publications include the monograph
Memory, Imagination, Justice: Intersections of Law and Literature (Ashgate 2009), as well as a number of
articles and book chapter contributions

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Crime, Desire and Law's Unconscious: Law,
Literature and Culture as your daily resource information.

Mary Gillon:

This Crime, Desire and Law's Unconscious: Law, Literature and Culture is fresh way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Crime, Desire
and Law's Unconscious: Law, Literature and Culture can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Gregory Anderson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than



other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Crime, Desire and Law's Unconscious: Law, Literature and
Culture. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Carlos Mendoza:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book Crime, Desire
and Law's Unconscious: Law, Literature and Culture. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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