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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife
Juniata and kidnapped their six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a
desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, all victims of revenge
sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been
fully understood--or perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road,
historian Marc Simmons brings to light one of the last massacres of the Indian
wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and
General Crook's subsequent Sierra Madre campaign. This was the first use of the
"Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States and Mexico in 1882,
allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments
the events of that fateful day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent
publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader terms, the cultural
friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a
reputably wise and able man would lead his family into such a fatal predicament,
the pursuit of the Apaches into Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic
circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's troops in a
raid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as
human as those today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on
the Lordsburg Road will interest general readers of Indian history.
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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife Juniata and kidnapped their
six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, all
victims of revenge sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been fully understood--or
perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road, historian Marc Simmons brings to light one of the
last massacres of the Indian wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and General Crook's subsequent
Sierra Madre campaign. This was the first use of the "Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States
and Mexico in 1882, allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments the events of that fateful
day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader
terms, the cultural friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a reputably
wise and able man would lead his family into such a fatal predicament, the pursuit of the Apaches into
Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's
troops in a raid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as human as those
today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on the Lordsburg Road will
interest general readers of Indian history.
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Editorial Review

Review
..." masterful detective work in locating even the most obscure printed sources, military and civil court
records, and oral history accounts from both Apache and white participants in the events."

About the Author

Marc Simmons is a professional historian and author of the Southwest, focusing on the Indian and Hispanic
heritages of New Mexico. He lives in Cerrillos, New Mexico.“...this book represents Marc Simmons at his
best: the research is exhaustive, the writing is precise and lucid, and the narrative unfolds like a carefully
crafted mystery story.” — Book Talk, January 1998

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the
Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Massacre on the Lordsburg
Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Kimberly Dyson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Massacre on the Lordsburg
Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer
Series in the West and Southwest) become your personal starter.



Daniel Hartung:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A
Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) e-book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the
Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) as good book not simply by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Gerri Pettit:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in
the West and Southwest) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the
Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You can more inviting than
now.
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