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This expansive book reveals the great diversity and range of art of the Arab
lands, Turkey, Iran, Central Asia, and later South Asia. Published to coincide
with the historic reopening of the galleries of the Metropolitan Museum's Islamic
Art Department, it presents nearly three hundred masterpieces from one of the
finest collections in the world. The works range chronologically from the origins
of Islam in the seventh century through the nineteenth century, and
geographically from as far west as Spain and Morocco to as far east as India.
Outstanding miniature paintings and illuminated manuscripts, ceramics, textiles,
carpets, glass, and metalwork reflect the mutual influence of artistic practice in
the sacred and secular realms. Many of these beautiful objects display the rich
traditions of calligraphy, vegetal ornament (the arabesque), and geometric
patterning that distinguish the arts of the Islamic world. 

With seven informative essays and almost three hundred catalogue
entries—supplemented by introductory essays on the collection and its
display—this handsome and comprehensive overview will enlighten the
specialist and the general reader alike.
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This expansive book reveals the great diversity and range of art of the Arab lands, Turkey, Iran, Central
Asia, and later South Asia. Published to coincide with the historic reopening of the galleries of the
Metropolitan Museum's Islamic Art Department, it presents nearly three hundred masterpieces from one of
the finest collections in the world. The works range chronologically from the origins of Islam in the seventh
century through the nineteenth century, and geographically from as far west as Spain and Morocco to as far
east as India. Outstanding miniature paintings and illuminated manuscripts, ceramics, textiles, carpets, glass,
and metalwork reflect the mutual influence of artistic practice in the sacred and secular realms. Many of
these beautiful objects display the rich traditions of calligraphy, vegetal ornament (the arabesque), and
geometric patterning that distinguish the arts of the Islamic world. 

With seven informative essays and almost three hundred catalogue entries—supplemented by introductory
essays on the collection and its display—this handsome and comprehensive overview will enlighten the
specialist and the general reader alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Not only is this an important scholarly work, it is also a wonderfully illustrated, accessible introduction to
Islamic art and to its study over the last tumultuous century. . . . This volume is a joy to hold, to see, and to
read."—L. Nees, Choice

(L. Nees Choice)

Winner of the 20th World Prize for the Book of the Year of the Islamic Republic of Iran, given by the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.
(20th World Prize for the Book of the Year of the Islamic Republic of Iran Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance 2013-02-27)

Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic 2012 Title for Art and Architecture within the Humanities
category.
(Outstanding Academic Title Choice 2013-05-22)

About the Author

Maryam D. Ekhtiar is Senior Research Associate in the Department of Islamic Art at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Priscilla P. Soucek is John L. Loeb Professor, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University.
Sheila R. Canby is the Patti Cadby Birch Curator in Charge of the Department of Islamic Art at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Navina Najat Haidar is Curator and Administrator in the Department of
Islamic Art at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amado Spieker:

This book untitled Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Juan Farley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free



time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The
Metropolitan Museum of Art can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Maez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art this book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

James Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art when you
essential it?
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