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Networks are involved in many aspects of everyday life, from food webs in
ecology and the spread of pandemics to social networking and public
transportation. In fact, some of the most important and familiar natural systems
and social phenomena are based on a networked structure. It is impossible to
understand the spread of an epidemic, a computer virus, large-scale blackouts, or
massive extinctions without taking into account the network structure that
underlies all these phenomena. In this Very Short Introduction, Guido Caldarelli
and Michele Catanzaro discuss the nature and variety of networks, using
everyday examples from society, technology, nature, and history to illuminate the
science of network theory. The authors describe the ubiquitous role of networks,
reveal how networks self-organize, explain why the rich get richer, and discuss
how networks can spontaneously collapse. They conclude by highlighting how
the findings of complex network theory have very wide and important
applications in genetics, ecology, communications, economics, and sociology.
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Networks are involved in many aspects of everyday life, from food webs in ecology and the spread of
pandemics to social networking and public transportation. In fact, some of the most important and familiar
natural systems and social phenomena are based on a networked structure. It is impossible to understand the
spread of an epidemic, a computer virus, large-scale blackouts, or massive extinctions without taking into
account the network structure that underlies all these phenomena. In this Very Short Introduction, Guido
Caldarelli and Michele Catanzaro discuss the nature and variety of networks, using everyday examples from
society, technology, nature, and history to illuminate the science of network theory. The authors describe the
ubiquitous role of networks, reveal how networks self-organize, explain why the rich get richer, and discuss
how networks can spontaneously collapse. They conclude by highlighting how the findings of complex
network theory have very wide and important applications in genetics, ecology, communications, economics,
and sociology.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Guido Caldarelli is Associate Professor in the Institute of Complex Networks of the National Research
Council in Rome, Italy. He is an expert of scale-free networks and self-similar phenomena, especially of the
applications of network theory to information technology and biology.

Michele Catanzaro is a freelance science writer based in Barcelona, Spain.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Networks: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Networks: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Richard Reardon:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
One of several books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Networks: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

William McClanahan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Networks: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Networks: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Eun Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Networks: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).
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