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Social theory is the theoretical core of the social sciences, clearly distinguishable
from political theory and cultural analysis. This book offers a unique overview of
the development of social theory from the end of the Second World War in 1945
to the present day. Spanning the literature in English, French and German, it
provides an excellent background to the most important social theorists and
theories in contemporary sociological thought, with crisp summaries of the main
books, arguments and controversies. It also deals with newly emerging schools
from rational choice to symbolic interactionism, with new ambitious approaches
(Habermas, Luhmann, Giddens, Bourdieu), structuralism and antistructuralism,
critical revisions of modernization theory, feminism and neopragmatism. Written
by two of the world's leading sociologists and based on their extensive academic
teaching, this unrivalled work is ideal both for students in the social sciences and
humanities and for anyone interested in contemporary theoretical debates.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Social Theory does a remarkable job of making a complex and sometimes difficult subject matter into a
clear and continuously interesting book. Without claiming a false neutrality Joas and Knöbl combine
exposition and criticism in a way that is consistently fair even to positions that are farthest from their own.
This should be an indispensable book for at least a generation." - Robert N. Bellah, Professor of Sociology
Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley, and coauthor of Habits of the Heart

"Possibly the most comprehensive and critical analysis of the development of Social Theory in the second
half of the twentieth century - bringing together European and American developments showing their
common roots in the classical problematique and the continual development thereof." - S. N. Eisenstadt, The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute

"...a remarkable book." -Journal of Classical Sociology

About the Author
Hans Joas is the Max Weber Professor and Director of the Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and
Social Studies at the University of Erfurt. He is also Professor of Sociology and a member of the Committee
on Social Thought at the University of Chicago.

Wolfgang Knöbl is Professor of Sociology at the University of Göttingen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Social Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures book is readable
by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Social Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures content conveys the idea easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Social Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

John Ferguson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the



characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Social Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Beverly McClendon:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Social Theory:
Twenty Introductory Lectures.

Joseph Davis:

Social Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Social
Theory: Twenty Introductory Lectures although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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