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This is a survey of the history of Taoism from approximately the third century
B.C. to the fourteenth century A.D. For many years, it was customary to divide
Taoism into "philosophical Taoism" and "religious Taoism." The author has long
argued that this is a false division and that "religious" Taoism is simply the
practice of "philosophical" Taoism. She sees Taoism as foremost a religion, and
the present work traces the development of Taoism up to the point it reached its
mature form (which remains intact today, albeit with modern innovations).
The main aim of this history of Taoism is to trace the major lines of its doctrinal
evolution, showing the coherence of its development, the wide varieties of
factors that came into play over a long period of disconnected eras, the constant
absorptions of outside contributions, and the progress that integrates them. The
author shows how certain recurrent themes are treated in different ways in
different eras and different sects. Among these themes are the Ultimate Truth,
immortality, the Sage, the genesis and the end of the world, retribution for good
and evil acts, representations of heavens and hells, and the connections between
life and the spirit, between life and death, between man and society, and between
mystical experience and the social form of religion.
The plan of the book is chronological, but the chronology is somewhat fluid
given the way Taoism evolved; as it assimilated new features in the course of its
growth, it never ceased to continue to develop the old ones. Thus the Celestial
Masters sect, which is chronologically the first to attain a structure, is treated at
the outset of the book though it exists down to our day, and the Shangqing
tradition took shape in the fourth century though its glory years were under the
Tang (618-907).
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This is a survey of the history of Taoism from approximately the third century B.C. to the fourteenth century
A.D. For many years, it was customary to divide Taoism into "philosophical Taoism" and "religious
Taoism." The author has long argued that this is a false division and that "religious" Taoism is simply the
practice of "philosophical" Taoism. She sees Taoism as foremost a religion, and the present work traces the
development of Taoism up to the point it reached its mature form (which remains intact today, albeit with
modern innovations).
The main aim of this history of Taoism is to trace the major lines of its doctrinal evolution, showing the
coherence of its development, the wide varieties of factors that came into play over a long period of
disconnected eras, the constant absorptions of outside contributions, and the progress that integrates them.
The author shows how certain recurrent themes are treated in different ways in different eras and different
sects. Among these themes are the Ultimate Truth, immortality, the Sage, the genesis and the end of the
world, retribution for good and evil acts, representations of heavens and hells, and the connections between
life and the spirit, between life and death, between man and society, and between mystical experience and
the social form of religion.
The plan of the book is chronological, but the chronology is somewhat fluid given the way Taoism evolved;
as it assimilated new features in the course of its growth, it never ceased to continue to develop the old ones.
Thus the Celestial Masters sect, which is chronologically the first to attain a structure, is treated at the outset
of the book though it exists down to our day, and the Shangqing tradition took shape in the fourth century
though its glory years were under the Tang (618-907).
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a work of monumental importance by arguably the foremost scholar of Taoism in the world. Insights
from the study of Taoism are profoundly changing the way we view China's past, and this book fills the need
for a comprehensive history that reflects the progress made in Taoist studies over the last few decades.
Though Taoism is known to be an abstruse religion, Robinet lays bare its 'bones and sinews' in exceptionally
clear language, one of the things that makes the book so valuable for classroom use." (Stephen Bokenkamp
Indiana University)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Inside Flap

This is a survey of the history of Taoism from approximately the third century b.c. to the fourteenth century
a.d. For many years, it was customary to divide Taoism into "philosophical Taoism" and "religious Taoism."
The author has long argued that this is a false division and that "religious” Taoism is simply the practice of
"philosophical" Taoism. She sees Taoism as foremost a religion, and the present work traces the
development of Taoism up to the point it reached its mature form (which remains intact today, albeit with
modern innovations).
The main aim of this history of Taoism is to trace the major lines of its doctrinal evolution, showing the
coherence of its development, the wide varieties of factors that came into play over a long period of
disconnected eras, the constant absorptions of outside contributions, and the progress that integrates them.
The author shows how certain recurrent themes are treated in different ways in different eras and different
sects. Among these themes are the Ultimate Truth, immortality, the Sage, the genesis and the end of the
world, retribution for good and evil acts, representations of heavens and hells, and the connections between
life and the spirit, between life and death, between man and society, and between mystical experience and
the social form of religion.
The plan of the book is chronological, but the chronology is somewhat fluid given the way Taoism evolved;
as it assimilated new features in the course of its growth, it never ceased to continue to develop the old ones.
Thus the Celestial Masters sect, which is chronologically the first to attain a structure, is treated at the outset
of the book though it exists down to our day, and the Shangqing tradition took shape in the fourth century
though its glory years were under the Tang (618-907).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

The reserve untitled Taoism: Growth of a Religion is the publication that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Taoism: Growth of a Religion from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.



Michael Stein:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Taoism: Growth of a Religion
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Shay Price:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Taoism: Growth of a Religion can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Taoism: Growth of a Religion.

Sammy Cheney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Taoism: Growth of a
Religion.
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