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One of Germany’s leading historians presents an ambitious and masterful
account of the years encompassing the two world wars

Characterized by global war, political revolution and national crises, the period
between 1914 and 1945 was one of the most horrifying eras in the history of the
West. A noted scholar of modern German history, Heinrich August Winkler
examines how and why Germany so radically broke with the normative project of
the West and unleashed devastation across the world.
 
In this total history of the thirty years between the start of World War One and
the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Winkler blends
historical narrative with political analysis and encompasses military strategy,
national identity, class conflict, economic development and cultural change. The
book includes astutely observed chapters on the United States, Japan, Russia,
Britain, and the other European powers, and Winkler’s distinctly European
perspective offers insights beyond the accounts written by his British and
American counterparts. As Germany takes its place at the helm of a unified
Europe, Winkler’s fascinating account will be widely read and debated for years
to come.
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One of Germany’s leading historians presents an ambitious and masterful account of the years
encompassing the two world wars

Characterized by global war, political revolution and national crises, the period between 1914 and 1945 was
one of the most horrifying eras in the history of the West. A noted scholar of modern German history,
Heinrich August Winkler examines how and why Germany so radically broke with the normative project of
the West and unleashed devastation across the world.
 
In this total history of the thirty years between the start of World War One and the dropping of atomic bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Winkler blends historical narrative with political analysis and encompasses
military strategy, national identity, class conflict, economic development and cultural change. The book
includes astutely observed chapters on the United States, Japan, Russia, Britain, and the other European
powers, and Winkler’s distinctly European perspective offers insights beyond the accounts written by his
British and American counterparts. As Germany takes its place at the helm of a unified Europe, Winkler’s
fascinating account will be widely read and debated for years to come.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Few authors have ever been as ambitious in attempting to chronicle the three crucial decades that spanned
the World Wars . . . [The Age of Catastrophe] rises to the challenge. . . . it seamlessly weaves through the
political and economic upheavals happening in the various nations of the Western world.”—Carlo Valle,
Military Review
(Carlo Valle Military Review)

About the Author

Heinrich August Winkler is one of Germany's leading historians and emeritus professor of history at
Humboldt University in Berlin. Stewart Spencer is an acclaimed translator whose work includes
biographies of Gustav Mahler, Richard Wagner, Cosima Wagner and W.A. Mozart, all published by Yale
University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonio Duncan:

The book The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Age of
Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945 has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Leticia Brewster:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Age of Catastrophe: A
History of the West 1914–1945 to read.



Anna Lewis:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Age of Catastrophe: A
History of the West 1914–1945 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Larry Gregg:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West
1914–1945 can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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