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In The Christian Idea of Man Josef Pieper brings off an extraordinary feat. He
acknowledges that whoever introduces the theme of “virtue” and “the virtues”
can expect to be met with a smile – of various shades of condescension. He then
proceeds to single out “prudence” as the fundamental virtue on which the other
cardinal virtues are based. In defining it, he does away with the shallow
connotations which have debased it in modern times. Similarly, he manages to
divest it of all traces of “moralism,” which, to a large extent has become
identified with the Christian idea of virtue and has made it fall into general
disrepute.
      For Pieper, prudence is fundamentally based on a clear perception of reality –
of things as they are – and the prudent person is the one who acts in accordance
with this perception. It has nothing to do with knowing how to avoid decisions
which might be to one’s disadvantage. Similarly, justice, which is based on
prudence, involves acting toward other persons according to one’s perception of
the truth of the circumstances – again, a perception of things “as they are.” This
is not a reference to any “status quo,” but to the reality as constituted by the
Creator.
      In referring to courage [fortitude], Pieper discusses the overcoming of fear.
This does not imply having no fear but, precisely, overcoming it. With regard to
the fundamental fear of death, Pieper rejects the approaches which contend that
there is nothing to fear in death. On the contrary, there is everything to fear in
death: it concerns the question of possible absolute annihilation!  Here Pieper
introduces the consideration of the “theological” virtues of faith, hope, and love
[charity]. When confronted with the question of possible annihilation, the
Christian’s faith is paramount. Belief in God lets him confront danger and
overcome even the most radical fear – through hope in God.
      His love of God does not wipe out fear but gives him courage.
      Moderation is seen as the last in the hierarchy of the cardinal virtues.
Through its manifestation, in recent Christian thinking, with chastity and
abstinence, it became in the Christian mind the most prominent characteristic of
the Christian idea of man and one that dominated everything else. It has been
reduced to the status of the most private of the virtues and is combined with a
moralistic conception of the good. Pieper’s analysis of moderation shows how
this virtue needs to be rethought, although, even then, it will remain the last in the
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hierarchy of virtues.
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In The Christian Idea of Man Josef Pieper brings off an extraordinary feat. He acknowledges that whoever
introduces the theme of “virtue” and “the virtues” can expect to be met with a smile – of various shades of
condescension. He then proceeds to single out “prudence” as the fundamental virtue on which the other
cardinal virtues are based. In defining it, he does away with the shallow connotations which have debased it
in modern times. Similarly, he manages to divest it of all traces of “moralism,” which, to a large extent has
become identified with the Christian idea of virtue and has made it fall into general disrepute.
      For Pieper, prudence is fundamentally based on a clear perception of reality – of things as they are – and
the prudent person is the one who acts in accordance with this perception. It has nothing to do with knowing
how to avoid decisions which might be to one’s disadvantage. Similarly, justice, which is based on prudence,
involves acting toward other persons according to one’s perception of the truth of the circumstances – again,
a perception of things “as they are.” This is not a reference to any “status quo,” but to the reality as
constituted by the Creator.
      In referring to courage [fortitude], Pieper discusses the overcoming of fear. This does not imply having
no fear but, precisely, overcoming it. With regard to the fundamental fear of death, Pieper rejects the
approaches which contend that there is nothing to fear in death. On the contrary, there is everything to fear in
death: it concerns the question of possible absolute annihilation!  Here Pieper introduces the consideration of
the “theological” virtues of faith, hope, and love [charity]. When confronted with the question of possible
annihilation, the Christian’s faith is paramount. Belief in God lets him confront danger and overcome even
the most radical fear – through hope in God.
      His love of God does not wipe out fear but gives him courage.
      Moderation is seen as the last in the hierarchy of the cardinal virtues. Through its manifestation, in recent
Christian thinking, with chastity and abstinence, it became in the Christian mind the most prominent
characteristic of the Christian idea of man and one that dominated everything else. It has been reduced to the
status of the most private of the virtues and is combined with a moralistic conception of the good. Pieper’s
analysis of moderation shows how this virtue needs to be rethought, although, even then, it will remain the
last in the hierarchy of virtues.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The late Josef Pieper was author of numerous works in philosophy and theology. St. Augustine's Press has
published a number of these: The Concept of Sin, The Silence of St. Thomas, The Silence of Goethe,
Tradition, Death and Immortality, Enthusiasm and Divine Madness, Happiness and Contemplation, In Tune
with the World, and Scholasticism, as well as the forthcoming Platonic Myths.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Christian Idea of Man. Try to make the book The Christian Idea
of Man as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dale Hollander:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Christian
Idea of Man suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled The Christian Idea of Manis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Charles Denzer:

The particular book The Christian Idea of Man will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this
book very ideal to you. The book The Christian Idea of Man is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.



William Powers:

Beside this specific The Christian Idea of Man in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Christian Idea of Man because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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