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The burgeoning sector of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in Latin
America?funded by Northern donors?is both catalyzing and responding to
change, as states, market, and civil society realign in an age of information
technology and globalization. The political economic perspective of this book
clarifies the emerging role of Latin America's NGOs in the global community.
After introducing the expanding role of NGOs in the international community at
large, the book explores the history of NGOs in Latin America. It then uses case
studies to examine the economics and politics of NGOs vis-a-vis information,
partnerships, opportunism, entrepreneurship, and compromise with donors.

As producers of international public goods, NGOs are characterized as building
blocks of the global community and as contributors to economic production,
employment, institutional innovation, and technology transfer. This book
concludes that although NGOs cannot substitute for government, they are aptly
suited for complex partnerships with both domestic and international public and
private sectors and are more appropriate vehicles for donor projects than Latin
America's public sectors.
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The burgeoning sector of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in Latin America?funded by Northern
donors?is both catalyzing and responding to change, as states, market, and civil society realign in an age of
information technology and globalization. The political economic perspective of this book clarifies the
emerging role of Latin America's NGOs in the global community. After introducing the expanding role of
NGOs in the international community at large, the book explores the history of NGOs in Latin America. It
then uses case studies to examine the economics and politics of NGOs vis-a-vis information, partnerships,
opportunism, entrepreneurship, and compromise with donors.

As producers of international public goods, NGOs are characterized as building blocks of the global
community and as contributors to economic production, employment, institutional innovation, and
technology transfer. This book concludes that although NGOs cannot substitute for government, they are
aptly suited for complex partnerships with both domestic and international public and private sectors and are
more appropriate vehicles for donor projects than Latin America's public sectors.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Although Meyer is not an historian, her account of the 50 year emergence of Latin American NGOs is a
fascinating one, full of new insights. Although she is an economist, she has departed in this fine work from
the "dismal" reputation of her profession and contributed to our understanding of public goods and services,
on a global as well as a national level."-Julie Fisher Program Officer, Kettering Foundation

"I have benefited enormously from Dr. Carrie Meyer's earlier writings on the role of non-governmental
organizations in Latin America. Now that they are available in one book, together with new experiences and
insights, this will enhance Dr. Meyer's already well-established scholarly reputation, and her influence.
Scholars and practitioners will be greatly enriched by this book--as I have been."-Thomas H. Fox U.S.
Agency for International Development

"Carrie A. Meyer's book The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America is the most complete
description and analysis of NGOs which is currently available. Meyer skillfully interweaves institutional
descriptions with socioeconomic analyses. Her book can be considered as a major new contribution to the
development literature and especially to the deeper understanding of contemporary Latin America."-Werner
Baer Professor of Economics University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign

"[Meyer's] sharp and yet sympathetic analysis unravels the complexities and conundrums in this very
complicated (and highly politicized) new world, where NGOs have gained power and influence to a degree
unimaginable only a short time ago. The insights contained in this refreshing book ought to help pave the
way to a more realistic view of NGOs, their strengths and limits, and their potential as building blocks for a
global civil society."-Deborah Brautigam School of International Service American University

"Illustrated by numerous case studies, the author analyzes how the international aid system is--for good and
ill--supporting and shaping Latin America's contribution to and place in a global civil society. In this process,
she usefully identifies the conflicts, dilemmas, and compromises that are tied to establishing mutually
beneficial relations between foreign aid agencies and non-state actors. As a result, this book is an important
resource for those interested in understanding and tracking the civic dimensions of global change which
development finance can bring about."-Alan Fowler Co-Founder, International NGO Training and Research
Center

About the Author

CARRIE A. MEYER is Associate Professor of Economics at George Mason University./e She has also
worked as a consultant to the World Bank and the U.S. Agency for International Development.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing



for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America.

Ralph Dell:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Tracy Laflamme:

The book The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Economics and
Politics of NGOs in Latin America to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like start and read a e-book The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Ryan Harrison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Economics and Politics of NGOs in Latin America was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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